
jl Bonn aid 

Fc^^ MinisTer pav^Lr^y has protested at a 
r itiore than a MBondollare in aid to Israel until it 
to peKc eSom, Israeli newspapers have reported. 

Monday and Tuesday 
It. Hftdi-Dktrich Geuscher 


jMvefrpeareebnfereiice. 


am sKsr-oeay tue reports, utuocmuiea seances 
. ft^featthfrfe^^ tevy's messa^^ ^ ckslgned to embarrass 

to be furious 

^the etticfos^^ >^l^vy s^the <^y was not in line with Germany's 
‘^QflMtatmeidr’ totfaraef &8owipg L Worfd War H, tbePost reported. U.S. 
'president Get^gflr Buxhhas hjntedihatU.S.-belp for absorbing an influx 
©f=SwB« Jews-eotdd hinge on whether brad halts settlement, which 
Washington jays .t&aracis peace. - LastJ4arcb, Mr. Levy said Germany 
groe tsnjei subsJ^tial grants arid loanstoease its struggle to settle 
t»g neweonjeisjuihrW^ -under Soviet eakradoo 'reibnns. 



Stragglers keep up Soviet flood 

TEL AVIV (AP) — About 2300 Soviet Jews arrived in Israel in 
die past 24 hours, stragglers from a weekend rush that boosted the 
number of immigrants in June to a record for the year, officials 
said Tuesday. More than 6,500 Soviet Jews landed last weekend 
before a new Soviet immigration law took effect, bringing the 
number of Jane arrivals to 20,473, according to the Jewish 
Agency responsible for transporting immigrants. Yehuda Wein- 
raub, spokesman for the agency, said the flood of immigrants was 
motivated by Soviet Jews who wanted to leave before the law 
became effective July 1 requiring all exiting Soviets to have 
passports. He explained Monday's influx of 2300 Soviets as “the 
backlog of those who left before the first of the month” and had 
been waiting in Europe to reach Israel. Israeli officials have said 
they fear the law may slow Jewish emigration as many other 
Soviets seek to leave, but Mr. Weinraub said he “could not 
predict the future.” 
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AMMAN { Petra) r-rHis Majesty 
' King Hussem Tuesday received 
Mr. Abdul Hadi Boufaleb, direc- 
tor general of-;th£ Islamic Orga- 
nisation for Edncatioa, . Culture 
amf Science. Mr.BoHtafeb con- 
veyed to tbe King- a message from 
King Hassan K of Morocco deal- 
ing with bilateral relations and 
issues of mutual concern. On 
Monday night. His Majesty King 
Hussein exchanged views with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak rathe latest developments in 
the Tegkm and the efforts being 
made to find a- peaceful .settle-. 

. ment to the MiArtU* East prob- 
lems. • •• - v- 

Arab League chief 
to visit Syria, 

Lebanon and Jordan 

CAIRO (R) — Arab League 
Secretary General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid plans to visit Syria, Leba- 
non and Jordan from July 19 in an 
attempt to dose Arab ranks,, 
league sources said. Mr. Abdul 
Meguid, a former Egyptian fore- 
ign minister unanimously elected 
secretary general, in May,- has 
already toured Gulf states to try 
to end bitterness after the Gulf 


Chinese premier 
arrives fn Cairo. 

CAIRO '{R) — GiiiiesePrirae 
Minister Li Peng arrived in Egypt 
Tuesday at the start of six- 
country Middle East tom. Offi- 
cials said MrcLfa talks with 
Egyptian leaders were expected . 
to focus on pbst-Gulf war secur- 
ity, attempts' fcerbring Arabs and 
Israelis together for peace talks as 
well as arms control,. After four 
days inEgypt, toeChinese pre- 
mier, accompanied byFb*s£gu 
Minister Qian(^ben,wiUgood 
to Jordan;, Kuwait, Iran, Saudi 
Arabia and Syria.- 


Lebanese army takes control of 
southern areas after fierce battles 


SIDON (Agencies) — The 
Lebanese army Tuesday pushed 
out Palestinian fighters from hill- 
top outposts and forced them 
back into refugee camps, a key 
step in reestablishing government 
control over unruly South Leba- 
non. 

A police spokesman said two 
army officers were killed and 60 
people wounded in the nine-hour 
battle with fighters of tbe Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), who were dug into three 
hilltop villages east of Sidon. Half 
of tire wounded were civilians, 
police said. 

The army on Monday had 
moved into Sidon, tbe provincial 
capital 40 kilometres south of 
Beirut, and met only scattered 
resistance. 

The fighters now are encircled 
in tbe ‘Ain A1 Hilweh and Mieh 
Mieh camps on Sidon's eastern 


Defence Minister Michel Mutt, 
who announced completion of 
tile army deployment on state- 


run radio, said tbe fighters would 
not be pursued into the camps, 
home to about 60,000 refugees. 

“No, the army would not enter 
tbe camps,” Mr. Mutt promised. 

By late afternoon the army 
controlled almost all main roads 
in the area but the PLO held on 
to bases in ravines and olive 
groves. Troops rushed to cut 
guerrilla supply lines before dark. 

Security sources and witnesses 
said die troops, supported by 
tanks and amoured cars, was in 
control of the villages of 'Ain A1 
Delb, Jinsnaya, Baisour, Mjeidel 
and Qraiyeh. 

An estimated 6.000 PLO fight- 
ers have regrouped in South 
Lebanon since 1983, when Syrian 
troops and Syrian-backed Palesti- 
nian dissidents drove the PLO 
from its bases in northern Leba- 
non. 

Before that, in 1982, invading 
Israeli forces had uprooted the 
PLO from the sooth and Beirut, 
then the organisation’s Middle 
East power base. 


The PLO had said it would not 
hinder the Lebanese army's de- 
ployment here under a 1989 Arab 
League-brokered peace accord 
aimed at ending 16 years of civil 
war. 

But it wanted assurances that 
its fighters could retain their 
weapons, both for self-defence 
and to continue their struggle 
against the Jewish state. 

Statements issued from the 
PLO headquarters in Tunis on 
Tuesday pleaded with Lebanese 
officials to “start political discus- 
sions.” 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat, in 
an interview published in the 
London-based Mideast Mirror 
newsletter, said that Lebanese 
sovereignty could be reconciled 
with the Palestinians' cause. 

The PLO, he said, was seeking 
“an agreement to preserve the 
security of the camps, maintain 
the Palestinian gun for resistance 
against Israeli occupation and, at 
the same time, preserve 
Lebanese sovereignty and 


Lebanese army control over ev- 
ery inch of Lebanese territory." 

But by restricting fighters to 
the camps, the government of 
President Elias Hrawi apparently 
hopes to end attacks from Leba- 
non on Israel and get Western 
support for removing Israel from 
tbe border strip it has occupied 
since 1978. 

Israel has refused to withdraw 
from a 1,1 00-square -kilometre 
seif-proclaimed “security zone” 
in South Lebanon. 

In ‘Ain AJ Delb and Qraiyeh, 
snipers continued to fire after the 
army took the villages. Houses 
and cars smouldered while fires 
burned out of control in woods 
and terraced fields. 

Fighting was within earshot of 
Israeli forces and their militia ally 
the South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
in the town of Jezzine and in the 
“security zone” they hold along 
the border. 

Hospital sources said the 19 
(Continued on page 5) 


Bush threatens to go public with peace plan 


Nathan *plaris4o ~ 
visit Syrian Jordan 
and Yeitieiv ^ - 

TEL AVIV <AP) — Peace cru- 
sader Abie Nathan, already 
under fire for meeting Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat, now plans 
to talk to officii in Syria, Jordan 
and Yemen, anJferaeE' daily .said 
Tuesday. Mr. Natfotn' announced 
the plans in ra/ratervfew Monday 
from "Ruins where he has been, 
confiurmg with -Mr. Arafat, the 
daily Yedfoth Ahronoth said. 
The 64-year-old Nathan said he 
asked Mr. Arafat to help him get 
visas to tbe Arab’ countries and 
would .only viat.with.an official, 
invitation, tbe paper said. 

Qadhafi seeks to - 
heal £gypt-Sudah rift 

CAIRO ( AP) — Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi flew m- Tues- 
day from_ Khartoum on acne-day 
visit fo try and mediate sour 
relations between Egypt ’ and 
Sudan: President Hosnf Mubarak 
greeted Colonel Qadhafi at Cairo 
international airport. Tbe two 
leaders then headed for the port 
of : Alexandria .by ; teaia, -a pres- 
idency official said. Col. Qadhafi 
said Monday in. Khartoum his 
Cairo visit would be to follow up 
on a wish by Sudanese leader 
Omar Hassan A3 Bashir to mend 
fences with his powerful neigh- 
bour to tbe north. “There are ~ 
positive moves currently under 
way,” Col. Qadhafi told -repor- 
ters in Sudan. : - 

Arafat gets help 
from Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — - Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat said Tues- 
day that Algeria has agreed to 
help 'ripen a dialogue with the... 
Lebanese government and 
, appealed to Egypt and Libya ‘Ho 
help end the new massacre of 
Palestinians. ” Fallowing a meet- 
ing with Algerian President 
Chadli Benjedid, Mr. Arafat 
announced that Foreign Minister 
Lakhdar Brafaimi . had been 
charged with “helping to open a 
dialogue with the Lebanese gov- 
ernment.. in concert with the 
Syrian and Lebanese parties.” 
The "Palestinian news agency 
WAFA reported that Mr. Arafat 
has sent an urgent message to 
Egyptian President Hiosni Mubar- 
ak arid Libyan leader Mua mm ar 
Qadhafi, visiting Cairo, “to help 
end the new massacre of Palesti-. 
mans in southern Lebanon, 


KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine 
. (Agencies) — U.S. President 
George Bush has threatened to 
-gtr public with his thus-far con- 
fidential Middle East peace for- 
mula if be is unable to get Arabs 
and Israelis to attend a peace 
conference. 

; " At a press conference at his 
oceanside vacation borne here 
Monday, be" also took a tough 
fine on the contentious matter of 
Israeli settlements on the occu- 
pied Arab territories, saying: 
“We’re not giving one inch on the 
settlements questions.” 

- Mr. Bush and Secretary of 
State James Baker have been 
working since March to bring 
Arabs and Israelis to a peace 
conference that would lead to 
direct negotiations. Within that 
time Mr. Baker had made four 
trips to the Middle East. 


Despite some progress, they 
have failed to reach agreement 
and to many the process now 
looks stalemated. 

Some American experts have 
suggested Mr. Bush should just 
issue invitations to a peace con- 
ference and see who shows up — 
a move some feel would dramati- 
cally prove which parties want 
peace and lay blame on those 
who do not. 

Senior U.S. officials have said 
that option has been discussed 
but Mr. Bosh refused to say If it 
was something he might seriously 
consider. 

So far, Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Baker have been quite secretive 
m their diplomacy, a strategy 
designed to make it easier for 
historic enemies to compromise. 

But Mr. Bush told reporters: 
“At some point I think I owe the 


American people my view of the 
details I’m not willing to discuss 
right now, and that wouldn't 
bother me one bit, to get up and 
say here’s what we’ve teen frying 
to do.” 

“I think there's a lot of people 
wondering what in the world fi 
going on and I’ve invoked quiet 
diplomacy and the need for con- 
fidentiality. but 1 can’t do that 
forever. I just simply can’t do it. I 
owe it to the American people, 
and I think the people arounq the 
world to say, hey, here’s what the 
United States thinks is a good 
formula,” he added. 

Mr. Bush said there was no 
deadline by which he might act. 

As it pursued its new peace 
initiative following the Gulf war, 
the United States has stepped up 
pressure on Israel to halt the 
settlements in the West Bank and 


Gaza Strip, calling them an obsta- 
cle to peace. 

But the government of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has 
ignored such pleadings, in fact 
speeding up the settlements. 

Israel conspicuously avoided 
criticising Mr. Bush Tuesday in a 
bid to soften the blow of his latest 
accusations. 

Defying Mr. Bush, it pushed 
ahead with a campaign to settle 
Jews in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, i 

“I don't want to engage either 
in a debate with President Bush 
nor to praise what he has said. I 
just want to tell you what our 
position is,” Avi Pazner, senior 
adviser to Mr. Shamir, told Reu- 
ters. 

Even on Tuesday, Housing 
(Continued mi page 5) 


Yugoslav truce shattered Algeria turmoil persists 


OTOCEC, Yugoslavia (Agen- 
cies) — Federal forces lanndted 
air and artillery raids Tuesday in 
Slovenia, knocking out com- 
munications and fighting pitched 
battles with rebel troops along 
the borders of tbe breakaway 
republic. 

Jets screamed overhead and 
fired into the ground, and black 
smoke from burning trucks 
douded the sky as a federal 
armoured unit tried to burst 
through a Slovene blockade to 
free another unit pinned down by 
Slovene fire. 

The trapped tank unit tried to 
move through an encirclement of 
Sfovene forces when the two sides 
began trading fire before dawn, 
witnesses said. 

The army said seven troops 
were killed and 13 were wounded 
in the dash in tbe Krakovslri 
forest, near Otocec not far from 
tbe Croatian border. Associated 
Press reporter John Daniszewski 
counted one dead and two 
wounded among the federal 
troops that went to the aid of 
trapped soldiers. 

Slovenia's Information Minis- 
try' reported militiamen and. 
federal soldiers were killed but 


gave no figures. The republic's 
radio said there were “many vic- 
tims.” 

Fighting later broke out on 
Slovenia’s northern border with 
Austria at the Radgona crossing, 
where the two sides exchanged 
fire and a federal army tank fired 
rounds at the rebels. 

Austrian police also told the 
AP that there was shooting at 
Slovenia's Sentilj border with 
Austria. 

The Austrian Press Association 
quoted Austrian police officials 
as saying that federal military 
planes were dropping bombs near 
another border post near Dravog- 
rad. 

Yugoslavia’s federal army re- 
ported fighting at Slovenia’s west- 
ern border with Italy. 

Three members of the eight- 
member collective presidency — 
representing Croatia, Slovenia, 
and Macedonia — issued a state- 
ment on Slovenian radio calling 
for an immediate hah to tbe 
fighting and tbe release of all 
prisoners. 

It was unclear if the federal 
army or the Slovenian militias 
would end the conflict. 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — The 
army said Tuesday it had seized 
weapons caches at several mos- 
ques and reported four deaths, 44 
injuries and 340 arrests in the 
latest dashes with Muslim fun- 
damentalists. 

By official count, nearly 1,100 
people, including the two senior 
leaders of the fundamentalist 
movement, have been arrested in 
a three-day crackdown aimed at 
quashing anti-government pro- 
tests and agitation. 

A military communique 
issued at midday said rifles, 
pistols and ammunition were 
found at four mosques in diffe- 
rent communities. 

During the proceeding 24 
hours, it said, a soldier and three 
civilians were killed and 44 peo- 
ple wounded. Since early Jane, 
more than 40 people have died in 
the unrest and more than 330 
have been reported injured. 

The communique did not spe- 
cify the locations of tbe latest 
violence. Bat witnesses said trou- 
ble broke out in the western city 
of Mostaganem after dawn 
prayers, when calls for a holy war 
echoed through loudspeakers. 

Fundamentalist supporters 


burned tyres at several locations 
in tbe city, tbe airoy took control 
of key intersections, and shots 
were fired, the witnesses said. 

In Algiers, armoured vehicles 
and tanks were withdrawn from 
some intersections, and soldiers 
surrounding the main opposition 
group's headquarters were re- 
placed by police. 

Prime Minister Sidahmad Gbo- 
zali said Abassi Madani, presi- 
dent of the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS), and FIS Vice- 
President Ali Benhadj will have 
to “answer for their actions” in 
court. They were arrested Sunday 
for calling for the holy war and 
spearheading violent protests. 

A military communique Mon- 
day accused Mr. Madani, 60, and 
Mr. Benhadj, 37, with “foment- 
ing, organising and carrying out 
an armed conspiracy against the 
security of tbe state.” 

The FIS has been at the fore- 
front of violent protests since the 
beginning of June. The front 
opposed laws governing legisla- 
tive elections scheduled June 27, 
and demanded early presidential 
elections. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bilbeisi plans to take Time to court 

Businessman says he is target of defamation campaign 


By P.Y. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN A prominent 
Jordanian businessman has re- 
futed allegations of clandestine 
deals and is preparing to sue 
Time magazine for Ebel for 
making “unfounded charges”' 
that be was trying to swindle 
Lloyds of London through in- 
surance claims. 

“What Time has written ab- 
out me and my bus ness is 
totally untru e and I intend to 
take legal action "against the 
magazine,” the businessman, 
Mr. Mouther Bslbeisi, told die 
Jordan Tunes. 

“There is little doubt that I 
am targe tied • in a concerted 
campaign aimed at discrediting 


me, and Time has allowed itself 
to be used as a tool in the 
campaign to discredit me,” be 
said. “But I am not going to 
take it lying down. I intend to 
fight back.” 

Mr. Bilbeis declined to say 
where be intended to launch 
die legal proceedings but re- 
vealed that be would be seeking 
$100 million in damages from 
Time. 

“For all practical purposes 
the drive against me is aimed at 
avoiding settling my insurance 
claims,” Mr. Bilbeisi asserted. 

The Time article, which 
appeared in the magazine's 
-June 24 issue, says that Mr. 
Bilbeisi was involved in arms 
deals with Sooth Africa and 
Latin America and in smug- 



gling of coflee worth $35 mil- 
lion into tbe U.S. in violation of 
tariff agreements. 

The article also states' "that 


Mr. Bilbeisi had filed insurance 
claims with Lloyds of London 
for “alleged theft” — a house 
burglary, as the Jordanian 
businessman puts it — and 
“commercial losses on an un- 
documented coffee shipment.” 

Other charges levelled 
against Mr. Bilbeisi include 
bribery to American officials 
and collusion with the Bank of 
Credit and Commerce (BCCI), 
which is under indictment in the 
U.S. for alleged money- 
laundering. 

“The magazine has not only 
hurt my reputation as an honest 
businessman, but also sought to 
undennine my marriage,” Mr. 
Bilbeisi said, referring to a 

(Continued on page 5) 



His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday addresses the eighth conference of AJ al Bayt Foundation (Photo 
by Yonsef A] ‘Allan) 

King calls on Islamic scholars 
to unite and provide guidance 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Tuesday called on 
Islamic scholars to unite and offer 
guidance to the Islamic Nation, 
away from disharmony and dif- 
ferences. 

Addressing the eighth confer- 
ence of the Royal Academy for 
Islamic Gvilisaiion Research (AJ 
al Bayt Foundation), the King 
deplored the “large crack in the 
body of the nation” as a result of 
divergent views of ulemas and 
their failure to agree “on a con- 
sensus of righteousness to unite 
them.” 

The King said the Gulf crisis 
had divided the Islamic World, 
“manifested the diseases that 
prey on it and lost its dignity and 
status before others” and called 
for immediate action by Islamic 
scholars to address the situation. 


The King said that while differ- 
ences and rift plagued the ule- 
mas, there were some scholars 
who “distanced themselves from 
this strife. They spoke sparingly, 
and only to guide towards what is 
good, or they held their peace to 
avoid widening the chasm or fan- 
ning the fire.” 

“It is time for the nation to 
hear rational and less vociferous 
words from Islamic scholars," he 
said. “It is time for these scholars 
to start a new phase... it is rime 
for the nation to leave the phase 
of generality and ambiguity, to 
start one of precision and clarity 
of ends and means...” 

“We are at a phase where no 
benefit will be gained from reviv- 
ing matters that widened toe gap 
among Muslims,” toe King said. 
“This is not the time for sophistry 


and dialectic.” 

"Let us concentrate on under- 
standing what has happened 
through an objective study which 
would not reopen the wounds but 
broaden our horizons for clam 
reflection and lead to the truth 
about ourselves, and toe nature 
of our relations and our orders so 
that we can rebuild our lives on 
toe basis of truth, righteousness, 
justice and the good of toe na- 
tion,” the King told toe gather- 
ing. 

"We must warn the whole na- 
tion of toe plots and intrigues 
being hatched against it," the 
King said. “We must concentrate 
our attention on confronting the 
danger that faces us all.” 

(See page 4 for full text of the 
King’s address) 


Shiites want U.N. inspectors see Iraqi 
Kurds to end nuclear-related equipment 

BAGHDAD (R) — The bead of the Security Council mission. 
IdlKh Willi the International Atomic Energy Asked if what he saw was' 


government 

DAMACUS (R) — Israqi 
opposition groups meeting in 
Damascus called on Kurdish re- 
bel leaders Tuesday to break off 
their authonomy talks with tbe 
Iraqi government. 

The Kurds, the only opposition 
group negotiating with toe gov- 
ernment, had planned to send 
negotiators back to Baghdad to 
seek better terms on autonomy 
for their region. 

But the four-day Damascus 
meeting, which ended Tuesday, 
decided to send a delegation to 
meet Kurdish leaders on the 
Iraqi-Kurdish border to ask them 
to call toe talks off, a Shiite 
Muslim opposition leader said. 

Bayan Jaber of toe Supreme 
Council of the Islamic Revolution 
in Iraq (SCIRI) told Reutres tbe 
delegation would try “to convince 
toe Kurdish brothers that dia- 
logue was useless." 

Tbe autonomy talks began on 
April 20 after an abortive Kur- 
dish rebellion in northern Iraq in 
March. 

They have dragged on because 
of differences over the borders of 
a Kurdish autonomous region 
and guarantees that tbe Baghdad 
government will fulfil promises of 
democratic reform. Some Kur- 
dish rebels say tbe talks appear to 
be leading nowhere. 

Mr. Jabr said Kurdish leaders 
had sent a message to the Damas- 
cus meeting to say they did not 
trust Saddam and wanted to keep 
working within the joint action 
committee — the alliance of 17 
religious, secular and Kurdish 
parties represented in Damascus. 

But Jabbar Fartnan, who led 
toe Kurdish delegation to the 
meeting, told Reuters he had 
explained to the other opposition 
groups why the Kurds had 
opened talks with the Iraqi gov- 
ernment. "The meeting showed 
understanding,” be added. 

When the autonomy negotia- 
tions began, the Kurds accused 
that toe government was weaker 
than ever after toe Gulf war and 
that their first concern must be 
the plight of millions of Kurds 

The groups at the, Damascus 
meeting agreed to escalate 
opposition activities against toe 
government through under- 
ground resistance. 

They decided to "bring other 
unnamed groups into the 17- 
group alliance at a general con- 
ference on the opposition cam- 
paign. 


BAGHDAD (R) — The bead of 
toe Internationa] Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) in Iraq to seek 
evidence of a secret atomic 
weapons programme, said Tues- 
day that he had seen nuclear- 
related equipment during an on- 
site inspection. 

But Hans Blix, one of three 
troubleshooters sent by toe U.N. 
Security Council, would not say 
whether it was equipment a team 
of investigators were prevented 
from inspecting on Friday during 
an incident in which Iraqi soldiers 
aJiegdly fired shots in the air. 

“We saw something that was of 
interest,” Mr. Blix told reporters 
before briefing his colleagues in 


the Security Council mission. 

Asked if what he saw was 
nuclear related, he replied: 
“Yes.” 

Earlier, Iraq gave new assur- 
ances it would comply with U.N. 
resolutions on inspections. 

The Iraqi News Agency (IN A) 
said officials who met toe U.N. 
team pledged to “facilitate its 
mission, meet its demands im- 
mediately and guarantee the safe- 
ty of its members." 

The Security Council, in an 
emergency session Friday, de- 
manded that Iraq grant U.N. 
investigators immediate access to 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush: War in Kuwait 
was not for democracy 


KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine. 
(R) — President George Bush 
said Monday the United States 
fought toe Iraqi army out of 
Kuwait not for democracy but to 
'stop aggression. 

“Let me say this — I hope it 
doesn't come out wrong — toe 
war wasn’t fought about demo- 
cracy in Kuwait,” Mr. Bush told 
reporters at his Kennebunkport 
holiday home. “The war was 
fought about aggression against 
Kuwait.” 

The president, who was asked 
about toe post -Gulf war crack- 
down in Kuwait, also defended 
the imposition of martial law 
there and tbe strong reaction 
against people suspected of sym- 
pathy for Iraqi government, 
whose troops occupied Kuwait 
last August. 

But Mr. Bush added that he 
wanted to see a fair judicial sys- 
tem in Kuwait. 

“We want to see fair trials, 
open trials,” he said. “What I'd 
like to see is as much respect for 
what we see as legal principles as 
possible.” 

The State Department has re- 


peatedly complained to Kuwait of 
its need to improve human rights. 

Among other things, tbe Un- 
ited States has expressed concern 
that 29 people were sentenced to 
death after quick trials where 
they lacked what toe United 
States would consider adequate 
legal representation. The sent- 
ences were later commuted. 

There was also concern ex- 
pressed about people who dis- 
appeared. 

However, Mr. Bush also ex- 
pressed some sympathy for the 
situation in Kuwait, comparing it 
to France after World War n. 

“The people that were liber- 
ated (in France) did not take 
kindly to tbose that had sold out 
to toe Nazis.” Mr. Bush said. “I 
think we're expecting a little 
much if we’re asking the people 
in Kuwait to take kindly” to 
people who spied during the war 
or attacked families there. 

Mr. Bush also defened toe im- 
position of martial law in Kuwait 
after the war as an effective way 
of removing weapons from those 
who had helped the enemy. 





jl 

PHILADELPHIA UNIVERSITY 


Philadelphia University announces that the 
meeting with Tawjihi students and their parents, 
which was set for Saturday July 6, has now been 
postponed till after the announcement of the 
Tawjihi results. 

The new date for the meeting is on 
Wednesday July 31 at 6:00 p.m. 
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Hamas renews terms for joining PNC; 
PLO says it is open only to ‘suggestions’ 


By Lamis K- Andoni 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Islamic fun- 
damentalist movement, Hamas, 
has called on the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) to 
drop its 198S peace strategy and 
to accept direct elections of mem- 
bers of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) as two conditions 
to be met before Hamas would 
join the organisation, according 
to Hamas' officials in Amman. 

“These are our two major pre- 
conditions to join the PNC.” said 
Ibrahim Ghosheh, a senior 
Hamas official, in an interview 
with the Jordan Times. 

In an initial reaction to the call, 
a senior PLO official said that the 
organisation would accept the 
principle of direct elections of 
PNC members in the Israeli- 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip if Israel authorised such a 
step. 

“If any party can convince 
Israel to hold such elections it is 
more than welcome.” PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member Moham- 
mad Milhem said. 

But he indicated that even 
though the PLO welcomed 
Hamas' participation it will not 
accept preconditions that might 
undermine the organisation. 

“The floor is open for all 
Palestinian groups to put forward 
ideas that they beleive can serve 
the Palestinian national in- 
terests." he said . “But we do not 
accept preconditions that aim at 
undermining PLO institutions.” 

Mr. Milhem said that Hamas 
would be able to make its sugges- 
tions and proposals at the meet- 
ings of a preparatory committee 
of the PNC which will be held in 
the near future. 

PLO officials said that all 
Palestinian groups were invited to 
take part in the preparatory com- 


mittee meetings. 

Mr. Ghosheh confirmed that 
PNC Speaker Sheikh Abdul 
Hamid Sayeh had sent an invita- 
tion to Hamas to attend a meet- 
ing of the council's preparatory 
committee. “We are still con- 
sidering the invitation but we 
remain committed to our condi- 
tions,” he said. 

Hamas was established in the 
Israeli-occupied Gaza Strip short- 
ly after the eruption of the 
Palestinian uprising (Intifada) 
four years ago. 

From the very beginning it has 
rallied support on the basis of 
rejection of talks with Israel and 
called for the liberation of all 
Palestine, including Israel prop- 
er. It has rejected die 1988 PLO 
peace strategy, which calls for the 
establishment of an independent 
Palestinian state alongside Israel, 
and has urged the organisation to 
drop the plan. 

Although it is difficult to accur- 
ately assess the strength of 
Hamas, it has emerged as a very 
influential movement, especially 
in the Gaza Strip. 

Two weeks ago Hamas 
achieved a landslide victory in 
elections of the Arab Chamber of 
Commerce in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. It 
competed with representatives of 
all other PLO groups. 

Some Palestinian analysts be- 
lieve that divisions within the 
PLO groups had helped Hamas 
to increase its influence in the 
Palestinian institutions. But 
Hamas officials counter that the 
result of the elections reflected 
Hamas' strength on the ground. 

They argue that Hamas' influ- 
ence and consequently its politic- 
al line should be translated in the 
PLO decision-making institutions 
if the movement is to join the 
organisation. 

Last year Hamas demanded 40 



Mohammad Milhem 
per cent of the 380-member PNC 
seats as a precondition to take 
part in the council. 

This week Mr. Ghosheh, who 
is based in Amman, said that the 
movement did not accept the 
present PNC structure and de- 
manded free and direct elections 
to allow “a fair and proportionate 
representations of Palestinians 
everywhere.” 

“We cannot accept the present 
structure of the PNC; it will have 
to change-,” he said, adding that 
there should be quotas to deter- 
mine the number of seats for 
Palestinians in each country and 
the occupied territories that cor- 
responds to their numbers. 

Hamas, which had conveyed its 
conditions to the PLO. proposes 
that such elections should be su- 
pervised by the United Nations. 

Even though the idea of con- 
ducting elections of PNC mem- 
bers in the occupied territories 
has been raised and discussed 
within the ranks of the PLO in 
the last few months, some offi- 
cials fear that it will give way to 


Israel's proposal to elect an 
alternative Palestinian lead- 
ership- Furthermore, such elec- 
tions in other countries could be 
proved to be an unrealistic prop- 
osal. 

Mt. Milhem said that the PLO 
was not ready to endorse any 
proposal that will violate the laws 
and regulations of Arab countries 
where Palestinians live. 

“Each Arab country has its 
own laws and regulations. We are 
not ready to take any step that 
might violate these laws or en- 
croach upon the sovereignty of 
these Arab countries,” Mr. 
Milhem asserted. 

Many PLO officials believe 
that Hamas has not dropped its 
objective of trying to undermine 
the organisation or take over the 
Palestinian movement. 

Hamas officials admit, that 
they believe that direct elections 
will ensure the Islamic move- 
ment's domination of the PLO. 

“If these elections are held we 
expect to get 40 to SO per cent of 
the PNC seats.” Mr. Ghosheh 
contended. 

The Islamic official reiterated 
his movement's rejection of any 
peace talks with Israel and re- 
newed its demands that the PLO 
drop its peace plan. 

“We believe that the cun-ent 
peace proposals aim at guaran- 
teeing the interests and the secur- 
ity of the Jewish entity and the 
normalisation of relations be- 
tween the Jewish state and the 
.Arab countries without any ter- 
ritorial concessions,” he argued. 

Mr. Milhem said that Hamas 
was welcome to raise its concerns 
and tiy to make amendments 
provided that the aim was not to 
create an alternative PLO. 

“Amendments and adjust- 
ments are possible but attempts 
to form another PLO are just 
unacceptable," he stressed. 


Iran Air reportedly using 
civilian aircraft sent by Iraqis 


NICOSIA (AP) — Airliners that 
Iraq sent to Iran for safekeeping 
during the Gulf war — including 
some taken from Kuwait — have 
been repainted and put into com- 
mercial service by Iran Air. 
according to sources in Tehran. 

Iran Air began using the air- 
craft last month to deliver 
117,000 Iranians for the annual 
Muslim pilgrimage to holy cities 
in Saudi Arabia, said the sources, 
who insisted on anonymity. 

They said the aircraft also were 
being used to bring those pilgrims 
home from Jeddah airport. 

A hardline Iranian newspaper 
opposed to President Hashemi 
Rafsanjani reported Sunday that 
eight Iran Air airliners of Kuwaiti 
origin were flown to Jeddah. 

The newspaper also said the 
Saudis had confiscated them on 
behalf of Kuwait, but this was 
dismissed by reliable sources, in 
Tehran. 

Saudi Arabia Tuesday denied 
the report. 

“The report is absolutely base-' 
less in sum and total.” the Saudi 
Press Agency (SPA) quoted an 
official civil aviation source as 


saving. 

The source, who was not iden- 
tified, “expressed regret at the 
fabrication' of such mischievous, 
reports.” SPA said. ’ 


The report in Jahane Islam (the 
World of Islam) was believed 
aimed at embarrassing Mr. Raf- 
sanjani at a time when both 
Tehran and Riyadh have been 
trying to end a long-running feud 
and improve relations. 

During the Gulf war. the U-S. 
military disclosed that 137 Iraqi 
civilian and military aircraft were 


flown to Iran, apparently for 
safekeeping from allied air 
attacks, (Iraq has put the number 
of planes at 148, and demanded 
their return). 

Without disclosing the number 
of aircraft it had received, Iran 
said at the time it would return 
the planes at war's end. 

But more recently, Tehran has 
said it wants Iraq to pay war 
reparations from the 1980-8S 
Iran-lraq war. There has been 
speculation that if Baghdad did 
not pay, Iran would keep the 
aircraft, which are worth an esti- 
mated $3 billion. 

Speaking by telephone from 
Tehran, an Asian diplomat said 
he was unable to confirm how 
many of the airliners had been 
repainted and were in service 
with Iran Air. 

Bur he said they included Air- 
buses and Boeing 747s. 

The Iraqis did not have any 
Airbuses. Those flown to Iran, 
and now in service with Iran Air. 
are believed to be among 14 
taken from Kuwait by Iraq. 

Kuwait Airways has said the 
Iraqis look five Airbus A310-200s 
and one Airbus A300C4-600. two 
Boeing 767-200s, two Boeing 767- 
200ERs, two Gulfctream Ills and 
two B AE 125s during their seven- 
month occupation. 

Kuwait has put in an order for 
24 Airbuses to replace its ravaged 
fleet. 

Diplomats in Tehran told the 
Associated Press in May that 
some of the Iraqi warplanes had 
been repainted with the colours 
of the Iranian air force. 

Iraq has said it sent 33 civil and 
115 military aircraft to Iran for 
safekeeping from allied air raids 


during the Gulf war. 

But Iran maintains it received 
only 22. 

The planes were a godsend for 
the Iranians, who have been 
squeezed by an embargo banning 
U.S. technology to Iran and a 
shortage of foreign currency. 

They have been unable to buy 
wide-bodied Airbus or Boeing 
aircraft, which officials had said 
were desperately needed to ser- 
vice a 55 per cent increase in air 
travel in the past decade. 

The embargo imposed after 
Iran's anti-American government 
came to power following the 1979 
revolution. 

The European-manufactured 
Airbuses are fitted with avionics 
equipment and engines manufac- 
tured in the United States, so 
they are therefore covered by the 
embargo. 

Most of the airliners from Iraq 
can be easily integrated into the 
Iran Air fleet, which includes 
aging Airbuses, older-model 
Boeings and six Fokker F-lQ0s. 

Iran Air has lost at least seven 
aircraft since I9S0. The latest was 
an A300 mistakenly taken for a 
warplane and downed by the 
U.S. navy in the Gulf during the 
Iran-lraq war. 

Iran's depleted air force was 
almost wholly based on U.S. 
equipment. But unable to buy 
warplanes from the West, the 
Iranians bought an estimated 14 
MiG -29 fighters from the Soviet 
Union in September. 

The Revolutionary Guard's air 
wing has some MiG-21 'Fish- 
beds. - and unconfirmed reports 
have said it is a iso seeking SU-24s 
and MiG-23s to replace its mainly 
U.S. -built fleet. 


Ethiopians 

promised 

democracy 


ADDIS ABABA (Agencies) — 
A charter, promising democracy 
and an end to decades of repres- 
sion in Ethiopia was Tuesday 
presented to political groups 
meeting in Addis Ababa to 
appoint a transitional govern- 
ment. 

"The overthrow of the military 
dictatorship... presents a historic- 
al moment, providing the peoples 
of Ethiopia with the opportunity 
to restructure the state democra- 
tically." said the four-point docu- 
ment. 

The reports also said that 
independence-seeking Eritreans 
have agreed to cooperate with 
Addis Ababa. 

The second day of the national 
conference on Ethiopia's tran- 
sitional government opened with 
the forma) presentation by the 
Ethiopian People's Revolution- 
ary Democratic Front (EPRDF) 
of the draft government charter. 

The conference on arranging a 
broad-based transitional govern- 
ment is the outcome of a pledge 
made at U.S. -brokered peace 
talks in London, which ended 
May 28 with the EPRDF takeov- 
er of Addis Ababa. ■ 


Twenty-five political factions 
are in Addis Ababa now ham- 
mering out the agreement on the 
country’s future. They will have 
to overcome the traditional fears 
of Ethiopia's many ethnic groups 
of being dominated by any single 
tribal or political organisation. 

The indcpcndence-minded 
Eritrean People's Liberation 
Front, the second largest rebel 
group, has declined to participate 
in a national transitional govern- 
ment. 


Differences continue 
to plague Afghan rebels 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan, (R) — 
A minister in the Afghan guerril- 
la government resigned Tuesday 
saying he could no longer work 
with people secretly talking to the 
Soviet-backed administration in 
Kabul. 

Farooq Azam, education 
minister in the Afghan Interim 
Government (AIG), told a news 
conferncc he had been forced to 
quit by its failure to bold elections 
in Afghanistan and links between 
guerrilla leaders and Afghan 
President Najibullah. 

He told reporters the leader of 
his National Islamic Front, Mr. 
Ahmad Gaiiani. and AIG Presi- 
dent Sibgfaatullah Mojadidi had 
privately acknowledged meeting 
Mr. Najibullah. 

“Since Mr. Gaiiani has de- 
veloped close links and spheres of 
cooperation with Mr. Najibullah 
... I cannot support him in pur- 
suing such policies, which are, I 
consider, against the interests of 
Jihad (holy war) and the party 
itself." 

National Islamic Front sources 
acknowledge in private that Mr. 
Gaiiani met Mr. Najibullah in 
Geneva last year, but the talks 
have always been officially de- 
nied. 

Mujahedeen guerrilla leaders 
publicly reject any idea of nego- 
tiating with the Kabul govern- 
ment, but both sides in the 13- 
year-old war say there are unoffi- 
cial contacts. 

The AIG was created in Pakis- 
tan in 1989 after the final with- 
drawal of Soviet troops from 
Afghanistan, but was swiftly 
damaged by factional fighting an 
failure to start an election pro- 
cess. 

In January, the AIG sacked 
most of its staff because of a 
shortage of funds, keeping only 
the health and education minis- 
tries working in camps housing 
most of the three million Afghan 
refugees in Pakistan. 

The defferences among the va- 
rious Afghan rebel groups have 
also blocked agreement on 
another key issue. 

The leader of Iran-based 
Afghan guerrillas said Monday he 
was returning to Tehran after 
failing to reach agreement with 
Pakistan-based guerrillas on seats 
on a rebel commission. 

But Wahdat-e-Islami party 
leader Rehmalullah Mortazvi 
told a news conference he would 
return 25 days later to resume 
talks on the issue as well as on a 
United Nations plan for a politic- 
al solution to the 12-year-old 
Afghan conflict. 

Mr. Mortazvi said his party, 
grouping eight Shi'ite Muslim 
guerrilla groups in Iran, was seek- 


ing five of 25 seats of a commis- 
sion proposed by the guerrillas to 
form a future Afghan govern- 
ment. 

But he said the major Sunni 
Muslim guerrilla groups based in 
Peshawar agreed to only three 
seats. He has met several guerril- 
la leaders in Peshawar during the 
past two weeks. 

Some hardline Sunni guerrillas 
do not want to give representa- 
tion to Shi’ites on a religious 
basis. 

“We have given our ideas to 
Peshawar leaders, Mr. Mortazvi 
said. “We have no animosity with 
them. They themselves have 
problems within themselves.'' 

But he said he hoped a consen- 
sus on the issue would be 
reached. 

Mr. Murtazi met Pakistani 
President Ghulam Ishaq Khan in 
Islamabad Sunday. An official 
statement quoted the president as 
calling for unity among the Mu- 
jahedeen guerrillas and urging 
them to work for an early Afghan 
settlement. 


A row over seats has also kept 
the Iran-based guerrillas out of 
the govemment-in-exile. 

Mr. Mortazvi hinted his peace 
plan would mirror a U.N.- 
sponsored proposal calling for a 
transitional government, a cease- 
fire and elections. 

But he said his proposal will 
have no role for President Na- 
jibullah or his government. 

"We will never sit with Na- 
jibullah or include him in a gov- 
ernment of Mujahedeen,” Mr. 
Mortazvi said. 

The Associated Press reported 
Monday that neutral Switzerland 
bad been asked to mediate the 
Afghan conflict. 


As a high-ranking Swiss de- 
legation shuttled from Moscow to 
Kabul to the Mujahedeen head- 
quarters in Pakistan, diplomats, 
government officials and the 
guerrillas said they were optimis- 
tic a plan to end the bloodiest and 
costliest conflict of the 1980s 
would be in place by January. 

“This year, with the help of ail. 
we hope to be able to put the 
process on the right track.” said 
one negotiator, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

In the latest diplomatic initia- 
tive to Find a solution to the war, 
the Swiss delegation headed by 
Mr. Klaus Jacobi, the second- 
highest ranking official at the 
Swiss foreign ministry, was due to 
leave Kabul for Pakistan Tuesday 
evening, sources said. 

The delegation was to talk with 
government officials in Islamabad 
before meeting with the guerrillas 
in Peshawar. 


Stolen mosaics to be 
sent back to Cyprus 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — Three 
years after they were spirited out 
of Europe, four rare religious 
mosaics from the early centuries 
of Christianity are going home to 
Cyprus. 

The Byzantine mosaics arc the 
biggest reward so far for Cyprus' 
effort to recover thousands of 
national treasures plundered af- 
ter a 1974 invasion by Turkey. 

LLS. District Judge James E. 
Noland ruled in 1989 that Indi- 
anapolis art dealer Peg Goldberg 
never acquired rights to the glass 
mosaics because she did not ade- 
quately investigate suspicious cir- 
cumstances and players involved 
in their $1.08 million sale. 

Mr. Noland emphasised that 
buyers should know and trust art 
sellers they deal with and should 
he suspicious of objects that are 
damaged or offered at a bargain 
price. 

“Because of this precedent we 
arc strengthened in our efforts to 
reclaim our cultural heritage 
wherever it was pillaged," said 
Michael E. Sherifis. the Cypriot 
ambassador to the United States. 


But art experts say Mr. No- 
land's ruling has not improved 
Third World claims to most 
stolen works on the international 
market but has made some deal- 
ers and museums more cautious 
about major acquisitions. 

“There's this whole notion that 
antiquities are prima facie suspect 
these days and that the burden is 
on the buyer to be very, very 
careful in what they : re doing.” 
said Gary Vikan, curator of Che 
Walters Art Galleiy in Balti- 
more. 

The 0.6- metre-square mosaics 
will be displayed at the Indiana- 
polis Museum of Art until Sun- 
day. The date of their return is 
uncertain. Experts from Cyprus 
and the museum may repair the 
mosaics before sending them 
back to their home, where they 
will be housed in a church 
museum until their return to the 
village of Lythrankomi. 

Cypriot officials learned the 
whereabouts of the sixth century 
mosaics after the Ms. Goldberg 
tried to sell the pieces for $20 
million 
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Iraqi parliament to ratify draft law on parties ; 

BAGHDAD (R) - 

meet in emergency sess, °" the *—^1 News Agency (INA) has ; 
regulating a multi-party discussed the draft of 

reported. Parliamentary t heir findings and recom- ■ 

more than 30 artrdes and would refer ^ ^ ; 

mendations to t he: y parties will ban v 

late Monday. Iraq, offioals have_ |avc , 

parties whicn are based _ j exc i u de groups such as the ’ 

ShSE JoLwa The ruling Revolution Commuri Council 
(RCC) and Baath Patty leadership completed the draftar a joint 
SS. Thirty and referred it to the assembly for endowment. ; 
Ed. The assembly approved a new draft consdtution nllowmg ; 
for a mnJi-party system in July last year. 

More Iraqi refugees return home from Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — More than 6.000 Iraqi refugees returned to;, 
their homes from Iran in the pa* two k^rruc Repub^ ; . 

News Agencv (IRNA) reported Tuesday. 1 

in Nicosia, said all the 6,164 refugees went back ftc«n ^mps m 
Iran's Bakhtaran province, which borders ^ ti 
number of Iraqi refugees who have gone home from Bakhtaran to 
more than 211 .000. but about 200,000 still remain in i the provmce, , . 
the agency said. Most of them are Kurds. Some 1.3 million Iraqi - . 
Kurds and Shi'ite Muslims fled to Iran in the wake of their foiled 
rebellions against the government after the Gulf war. They were 
housed in camps in Bakhtaran and^ other provinces. 


Greece expels two Palestinian diplomats 


ATHENS (R) — Greece siad Tuesday that two out of six 
Palestinian diplomats declared persona non grata after a deadly 
bomb blast in April have left the country. ^ 
arrack, including a Palestinian student allegedly carrying the bomb, 
which went off accidentally in his hands, wrecking an office 
building in the western port of Patras. Police said the bomb was 
intended for the nearby British consulate. Seven Palestinians have 
been charged with murder. Public Order Minister Ioann is Vasa- 
Uadis said four other Palestine Liberation Organisation {PLOL 
diplomats in Athens would leave within the week- Greece ordered 
the expulsion of another 20 Palestinians in connection with the 
attack. Mr. Vassiliadis said six of them have already been expelled 
and the rest would follow this week. 




Turkish-Cypriots demand role in sports 


NICOSIA (R) — Hundreds of young Turkish Cypriots marched to 
a U N. peacekeeping position on the line dividing the Cypriot 
capital Nicosia Monday to demand the right to take part in 
international sports events. Demonstrators, with banners saying; 
“No to embargo" and “Freedom in sports,” handed a petition to a 
U.N. officer and asked him to pass it on to U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar. The petition, signed by 16 sports 
federations, accused the Greek-Cypriot community of violating the 
Olympic Charter by preventing Turkish Cypriots from competing. 
Turkish Cypriots cannot take part in sports events such as die 
Olympics because only Turkey recognises the breakaway Turkish 
republic of northern Cyprus declared in 1983. 


Filipino workers getting free life insurance 


MUSCAT (AP) — Filipino workers in the Gulf will be given a 
small, but free, life insurance policy by their government in a bid to 
keep track of them, according to a Philippines consulate official. 
The move is part of a package o£, incentives to encourage an 
estimated 500,000 Middle East contract workers to regjstes with 
the consulate. Mr. Oscar Alvarado, assistant laboM atocive,^aid 
Monday. “The aim is to try to establish an ixrventdj^.of FUipino 
workers abroad," he said. The insurance offer went into. effect 
Monday. The coverage was ordered by the Philippines labour 
department. Under the new system. Filipinos working overseas will 
receive free life coverage valued at 25,000 pesos ($875). In the past, 
workers or their employment agencies were required to pay then- 
own insurance premiums. 


Moroccan dissident seeks Swiss asylum 


PARIS (R) — Moroccan dissident Abdelmoumen Diouri, recently 
expelled from France to Gabon, has asked Switzerland for political 
status. Lawyer Mourad Oussedik said he was worried fof the safety 
of Mr. Diouri in Gabon and applied on his behalf for permanent 
residence in Switzerland. Mr. Diouri, a resident of France for 17 
years, was expelled to Gabon June 20 as he was about to publish a 
book detailing the wealth of Morocco’s King Hassan. The French 
government said he had made contacts with the Iraqi and- Libyan 
secret services, in breach of his political refugee’s duty of restraint. 
The expulsion was criticised in France as a violation of human 
rights. Morocco has asked Gabon to expel Mr. Diouri and Mr. 
Oussedik said the Moroccan dissident was not free to move around 
or telephone. The lawyer said he feared his client might be 
questioned by Moroccan military advisers in Gabon once the 
outcry over his expulsion from France had calmed down. 


Bulgarian military chiefs visit Turkey 


ANKARA (AP) Bulgaria’s military chiefs are paying an offtial 
visit to Turkey, underscoring the progress made in improving 
once- tense relations between the neibhours. But Lieutenant- 
General Radniu Minchev, the first Bulgarian chief of staff to visit 
Turkey on invitation by the Turkish military, made clear Monday 
that there were still mutual suspicions. Before starting talks with 
Turkish Gen. Dogan Gures, Gen. Minchev told reporters that 
• there are too many Turkish soldiers in eastern Thrace — the small 

° f T. U ,? ey ° n ? e E « r <>Pc?n continent,” which borders 
Bulgaria. We reduced our forces ’ in accordance with East- West 
arms accords ... Bur in the distribution of arms quotas (within the 
rmhtajy blocs) those allocated for the southern flank were 
dr\nded between four Warsaw Pact powers whereas Turkey shared 
only wth feUow NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) 

!}£ ?' U,gan ? n About a third of Turikev’s 

W 0 , 0 W-strong conscript army is deployed in Thrace. 
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KB IP: 


Telephone Information 

' (directory assistance! 

Overseas Calls 

121 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn 

.. 777101/3 
. 775111/26 

Dr. 2Jad Ai A'raj 

l.—J 

... 010230 

Army, Marka 

. 89161 IMS 


Ouccti Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (WHSJKi 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
tbn Suva Hospital (09 1986732 

IRBUh 

Princess Basina Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02 V2 72275 
!bn A1 Nafcc* Hospital .... (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77m information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information deport- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Td. (P8 133200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


I®*®® Damascus ( RJ I 

JEJ Jeddah (RJ) 

,fc4 ® LamacalRJi 

**45 .. Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ 

,,: ®® Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

.... New York. Amsterdam tRJ) 

t8:2S Istanbul (RJ; 

**■•*0 Condon. Brussels (RJ) 

19:25 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

0,:0 ® Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

'*2 SunaaffY) 

Cairo (MSJ 

i**® Benghazi (LN) 

22:60 Pans(AF) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

e**® Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJi 

I2i45 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

LmsdontRl) 

New Delhi (RJ, 

2 J-?? Riyadh (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Calcutta, Bsnricok (RJ) 

Wwhran(RJ) 

Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal Z) 


SlijS Beirut (ME) 

»2 ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

MARKET prices 

^j/flpen lower price in JSfcjpeKi^ 

® M * na 5O0.T43Q 

Banana fMufcsmmar) 450/400 

— 450/400 

w/io 

££2— --220/ 160- 

280/230". 

? lcum * ,c ra (targe, 120 / 80 . 

Cucumbers (small) 220/160. 

bggptaot . 30QJ ISO'' 

P* rire 800 / TOO 

j-cott* ...» 320/48):; 

Ccttucc (per one) 150/.J00 . 

Marrow (large) j 00 / 50 

Marrow > (small) 200 /^50 

180/120 

y™* 6 ' 350 tun. 

pepper (bot) 200/150: 

pepper (sweet) ,230/200 v 

siS sh 

2807226: 

200/150.. 

watermelon igo^yo' 




. - ■*.’ 


V 
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, _ Jordan and Japan, officials 

Mra<tTte fiekT office will also 
^/fcoordinate and implement aU of 
^Zxpaa's government-based tecb- 
. ' mca cooperation programmes in 
Vfrto Kingdom; •: 

Park expressed Jordan’s . 
: deep sppreciatioa to Japan for its 
-aw to the Kingdom m the form of 
-tgupment, training and volnn- 
^^teer-woric. 

: Jordan is looking forward to 
fdrtfae r cooperation with JICA 
diroogh its new office and hopes 
to- benefit from Japanese exper- 


Zttd Fark 

tise in the Kingdom's ongoing 
development programmes, he 
said. 

Dr. Fariz said he hoped that 
the JICA would help Jordan ex- 
port its industrial products to 
Japan and other countries. 

. The opening of the JICA office 
in Amman reflects Japan’s deep 
interest in further cooperation 
with Jordan, Mr. Nakamura said. 
Accordingly, Japan will strive to 
develop its aid programmes to die 
Kingdom in all fields, be added. 


Japanese aid agency 
opens office in Amman 


^ By Nzdal M. Ibrahim 

* ~ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

— A Japanese gov- 
ernment agency whose main 
.-.task is assisting die develop- 
ment of economies of Third- 
Worid countries will officially 
open an office here Wednes- 
day, according to an official of 
the agency. 

The Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) - 
hopes that the opening of its 
new office in Amman will 
-promote better relations and a 
deeper mutual understanding 
between Jordan and Japan,- 
said Mr. Kiyousbi Hbakzsa, 
resident representative of the - 
JICA Jordan Office. 

- “Because af the exchange of 
people from Japan and Jordan, - 
we. can know each other 

^more/’ Mr. Hirakawa said," ; 

- _=- The office w31 cooid&ate’ ; 
antt help implement a variety.. 

~ qf jtoy e tHiri Cnt-based tedfiwal 
cooperation programmes, 

ranging from. technological 

-kshsfiets to oondactiiig Indies 
ft it die Jordanian government, 

■ Mr. Hirakawa said. . 

AlthoughJICA has had a 
presence in Jordan, for some 
time now, dm opening of the 

- Amman office farther ^ entren- 
ches the agency as a major 
contributor and assistant to the 
Jordanian economy,. Mr. Hira- 
kawa added. " 

- The value* of JICA prog- 
rammes to Jordan in 1988 and 
1989 were $8.4/nridkm and 6.8 
mflKon respectively, according 
■^to Mr- Hirakawa. final figures 
far 1990 were sot ayailabte, he 

■ ' v-- . . “ 

‘■• v The\ amount— of assistance 
JICA provides tp Jordan de- 


pends on the number of re- 
quests the government submits 
to the agency, Mr. Hirakawa 
said. 

**We are not allocating a 
specific budget to Jordan, but 
requests for aid are evaluated - 
on a project to project basis, * 
Mr. Hirakawa added. 

Requests for assistance from 
JICA have and will continue to 
be conducted through official 
channels at the Japanese 
Embassy, -Mr. Hirakawa said. 
The JICA office in Amman 
will serve to further coordinate 
. requests and provide informa- 
tion about the organisation’s 
activities. . 

Among the programmes the 
new office wifi be responsible 
for the -Technical Training 
Programme, Expert Dispatch 
Programme. Provision of 
Equipment for Technical 
Cooperation^ Project-Type 
Technical . Cooperation, De- 
velopment Studies, Japan 
Overseas Cooperation Volun- 
teers and Disaster Relief Aid 
and Cooperation. 

Before the Gulf war, die 
Japan Overseas Cooperation 
Volunteers Programme had 27 
volunteers, mostly university 
graduates, in Jordan, Mr. 
Hirakawa said. Despite their 
evacuation during the crisis 
and the war, the volunteers 
have all since returned, be 
said; 'In -addition, one new 
volunteer joined and four 
more are scheduled to arrive in 
Jordan in mid-July. 

Volunteers have applied 
their skills in various organisa- 
tions around Amman, includ- 
ing positions at area hospitals 
and at the Jordanian Universi- 
ty, Mr. Hirakawa said. 


PLO o fficial laid to rest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The body of 
[ Abdul Rahim Ahmad, member 
;bf tim Palestine : Ubaatian Orga- 
nisation (PLO)- Executive Com- . 
mittee, who died Sunday was laid 
to rest in Swefieb, near Amman, 
‘Tuesday. 

His Majesty King Hussein de- : 
•legated Chief Chamberlain' 
PifoCe'Raad Ben Zeid to attend 
‘the ftmeral ami to offer his cori- 
4 defences to the bereaved family. 
Iraqi' President Saddam.. Hussein 
delegated Iraq’s Ambassador to 
Jordan Noun A1 Wayes to attend 
.the funeral. 

Taking part was Palestine 
Ambassador to Jordan AI Tayep * 
Abdul Rahim and other members 
of the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee. Also in attendance was the 
commander of the- Palestine 
force in Jordan as well as mem- 
;bers of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC). ^Leaders of 
Jordanian political parties and 


professional unions were also 
present. 

The body of Mr. Ahmad, 47, 
was wrapped in the Palestinian 
flag and carried to the mosque for 
prayers before it was buried. Mr. 
Ahmad, who ran the Amman- 
based Popular Organisations De- 
partment of the PLO, had been ill 
with cancer. 

- Bom in the Palestinian village 
of Haditba, near Lod, be joined 
the ranks -erf Palestine freedom 
.fighters as a teenager and formed 
the Arab Liberation Front with 
financial help from Iraq in 1970. 

In 1982, the PNC elected him 
member of its Executive Commit- 
tee, a 15-man decision-malting 
body which is beaded by PLO 
Chief Yasser Arafat. 

King Hussein Monday tele- 
phoned Mr. Arafat expressing 
condolences over the passing 
away of Mr. Ahmad. 


Week-long youth activities 
tofhenefit the local community 


AMMAN (J.T.) -- A group of 80 
Jordanian scouts has embarked 
jan a week-tong programme of 
various activities and voluntary 
services benefittmg the local com- 
munity. The programme is p re-, 
pared^by foe Ministry of Youth. 

Having gathered at Al Hussein 
Youth Camp in Ajjotm_Moflday, 
the' scouts- will take part in a 
programme that includes sports 
and cultural events, as well as 
recreational functions in the- 
camp, according to -Ibrahim 7 


Quteishat, director of youth 
affairs at foe Ministry of Youth. 

The scouts’ gathering was the 
first part of a- series of youth 
activities to be held in Ajloun 
involving young men and women 
from 42 youth centres in the 
Kingdom, Mr. Quteishat said. ' 

As part of - the pro gram me, 
participants mil hear lectures, 
take part in seminars and cany 
out dean-up activities around 
tourist and archaeological areas, 
he said. 


Abbadi: Medical services at 
Bashir Hospital need upgrading 


AMMAN (Petra) — Medical ser- 
vices offered by AI Bashir Hos- 
pital and ways for upgrading 
them were the focus of a meeting 
held at the hospital Tuesday 
chaired by Health Minister Mam- 
douh Al Abbadi. 

“Since its establishment Al 
Bashir Hospital has not witnessed 
sufficient improvements to cope 
with the growing number of pa- 
tients and the population growth 
neither has there been an in- 
crease in the number of beds." 
the minister said at the meeting. 

Dr. Abbadi said that the main 
burden in health services had 
been shouldered by the hospital 
doctois and the hospital staff. 

“Al Bashir Hospital has been 
handling a burden far greater 
than it could shoulder due to the 


lade of sufficient equipment and 
other means,” the minister 
pointed out. 

“For a doctor to conduct his 
work in an efficient manner, he 
should be at ease materially and 
psychologically, so that there will 
be .no constraints that culd im- 
pede health services,” the minis- 
ter added. 

The minister voiced his view 
that doctors working at Al Bashir 
Hospital should be treated on 
equal footing with those working 
at the Jordan University Hospital 
and said that the Health Ministry 
hopes to overcome obstades in 
the way of attaining the highest 
possible standard of health ser- 
vices. 

Al Bashir Hospital Director 


Minister says more efficient 
health personnel needed to 
reach health-for-all goal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Health Minis- 
ter Mamdouh Ai Abbadi Tues- 
day said that the shortage of 
efficient and well-trained person- 
nel in the area of primary health 
care is to blame for any delay in 
achieving the health-for-all goal 
by the year 2000. 

Mr. Abbadi said that the 
Health Ministry alone could not 
achieve this end without the par- 
ticipation of all people concerned 
with health issues. 

Adressing the opening session 
of a 10-day inter-country work- 
shop for the Health For All Per- 
sonnel, organised by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO), in 
cooperation with the Health 
Ministry, Mr. Abbadi said that no 
country, however great its re- 
sources, could achieve its own 
health targets without involving 


the society in formulating a 
health policy. 

We stressed the need for turn- 
ing the society from a “passive” 
recipient role to one of active 
participation” in implementing 
the health guals. 

Dr. Abbadi said that the minis- 
try had gone a long way on the 
path of implementing the health- 
for-all target by the year 2000 and . 
had set up more than 507 health 
centres providing primary health 
care to citizens. 

Speaking about the general 
objective of the workshop, Dr. 
Omar Imam, director of the Divi- 
sion of Health Systems Infras- 
tructure at the WHO, said the 
workshop aimed at creating ex- 
perts. capable of implementing 
the health-for-all target at the 


education should transcend the stage of merely 


supplying knowledge to expanding a person ’s mind ’ 


New private university to open 


By Serene 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A new university 
is scheduled to open in Am- 
man in the coming 1991-1992 
academic year. 

The Philadelphia University 
will concentrate on a new edu- 
cational philosophy which be- 
lieves that university education 
should transcend foe stage of 
merely supplying knowledge to 
expanding the learning facul- 
ties and scopes in a person's 
mind, Mrs. Leila Sharif, a 
member of the university’s 
board of trustees, said at a 
press conference on Tuesday. 

Mrs. Sharaf, a member of 
foe Upper House of Parlia- 
ment, also said that foe phi- 
losophy adopted by the Phi- 
ladelphia University would aim 
at enabling students to develop 
a continued self-education pro- 
cess by promoting their perso- 
nalities in all aspects of life, 
especially scientifically, spir- 
itually, morally and creatively. 

“We encourage our students 
to participate in discussions 
and to give their opinions free- 
ly, while respecting the other’s 
point of view,” Mrs. Sharaf 
said. “This is the basis of a true 
, democracy, and should be 
• tatlght in schools and mriversi-' 

. ties,” she .added. 

The new facility is a 
privately-owned university, 
with a JD 13 million capital 
coming from private donations 
and long-term banking loans. 
Although the cost of registra- 
tion has not yet been decided, 
Mrs. Sharaf said that it might 
range between 1,800 to 2,500 
Jordanian Dinars. 

According to Mis. Sharaf, 
the university could accommo- 
date between 800 to 1,000 stu- 
dents. The university win only 
accept a maximum of 500 stu- 
dents per semester in order to 
maintain “a good standard of 
education at the umveraty.” 

During the press conference, 
Mrs. Sharaf also pledged to 
encourage student dubs and 


WHAT’S 
GOING ON 


^ Ail exfcfbitiott of paintings nod 
acMpinres by Showql Sbouki- 
ai, Mohammad Al JakMS and 
Rffqi Al Rmi at Abdul 
' Htiwri Shomn FflnMna 
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.athletics in an effort to streng- 
then and encourage extra cur- 
ricular activities. 

“The Jordanian citizen is 
known to have special charac- 
teristics and that is why we 
should work at promoting our 
country so that it becomes the 
haven of culture and education 
in foe Middle East,” Mrs. 
Sharaf added. 

'Hie university’s acceptance 
policy wifi be determined by 
laws set by the Higher Council 
for Education. Mrs. Sharaf 
stressed that a student’s 
acceptance would not only 
take into account the high- 
school examination (tawjihi) 
grade, but will be based on 
other considerations too, such 
as the grades of the last three 
years in school. 

“I don’t think it is fair to 


base our acceptance on one 
grade only, we should take 
other elements into considera- 
tion such as personal circumst- 
ances, examination pressure 
and other matters," Mrs. Shar- 
af said. “That is why we will 
’sometimes conduct interviews 
with our students to see if they 
have any potential that should 
be looked into.” 

The university will offer the 
following courses: communica- 
tions engineering, electrical 
engineering, computer en- 
gineering, computer science, 
computer information systems 
programme, economics, 
accounting, money and bank' 
mg, business administration, 
translation, functional English, 
journalistic English and admi- 
nistrative, trade and economic 
English. 


APPRECIATION ’ 

We. the Sri Lankan citizens in Jordan, sincerely extend our 
greetings to His Excellency Towfiq Abu Khajil on the occasion of 
his designation as the hon consul general of Sri Lanka in Jordan. 
We also express our gratitude to His Excellency the consul 
general and to the staff of the consulate of the Socialist 
Democratic Republic of Sri Lanka in Jordan, for the yeoman 
service and assistance that is rendered to our fellow-citizens, 
and specially to the refugees who came to the consulate for help 
and assistance. 

J.F.S. Thomas 

Leader of the Slnhala Fellowship of the 
Assembly of God Church In Amman 
P.O.Box 184094, Amman-Jordan 


ANNOUNCEMENT FOR PREQUALIFICATION 
I ggp UNG ABDULLAH TEACHING HOSPITAL 
** JUST TENDER NO. DOS 

Jordan University of Science and Technology has foe pleasure of 
inviting international contractors to prequahfy for the construc- 
tion, completion and maintenance of the King Abdullah Teaching 
Hospital. The project consists of IS floor cruciform tower block 
and horizontal low-rise buildings with an approximate area of one 
hundred thousand square metres to accommodate around 650 
beds. 

Applications for prequalification are obtained from University 
Tenders Board Secretary. 

The documents should be submitted to: 

The Secretary General, 

Central Tendering Committee, 

Jordan University of Science and Technology, 
Irfeid- Jordan. 

at or before 12 noon of Monday, September 2, 1991. 

For further information, please contact: 

The Director, 

Department of Engineering Projects, 

■JUST 

Telephone: 29SI11 ext.: 2953 
■ Telex: 55545 JUST JO 
Fax: 295123 


Sit-In protests treatment « 
Palestinians in Israeli jails 


Yousef Issa presented a briefing 
to foe meeting outlining the 
general services offered to foe 
patients and a number of prob- 
lems faced by the hospital admi- 
nistration and medical staff. 

He noted in particular the 
crowded conditions at the hospit- 
al, due to the big number of 
out-patients and said that all foe 
hospital’s sections continually 
had to deal with a growing num- 
ber of cases. 

Heads of different sections also 
aired their views and mentioned a 
number of problems. They said 
that the pressure on the hospital 
could be greatly eased by promot- 
ing the primary health services at 
the integrated health centres in 
Jordan. 


national level. 

In a telephone interview with 
foe Jordan Times, Dr. Imam 
pointed out that the development 
of health in any country deman- 
ded that such personnel be identi- 
fied and found capble of realising 
the importance of achieving foe 
health-for-all targe. 

Dr. Imam, who read Dr. Hus- 
sein Jezairis speech, foe regional 
director of the WHO Eastern 
Mediterranean Regional Office, 
Speech, thanked Jordan for host- 
ing foe workshop and for its 
continued support of WHO acti- 
vities. 

Taking fart in the workshop 
are 30 participants from Jordan, 
Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Libya in 
addition to five experts from the 
WHO. 


AMMAN (Petra) — A special 
committee in charge of following 
op on foe state of Palestinian 
prisoners and detainees in Israeli 
prisons and detention camps 
staged a sit-in Tuesday at the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) premises to 
protest the Israeli practices 
against Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees. 

Taking part in foe tit-in were 
some 400 people who shouted 
anti-Israeli slogans. Mr. Hassan 
Abdul Jawad, rapporteur of foe 
committee, wbo has been de- 
ported from foe occupied Arab 
territories, said foe sit-in was a 
gesture of support for some 
18,000 Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees in Israeli prisons. 

Mr. Abdul Jawad said that 
Palestinian prisoners and de- 
tainees were treated badly by foe 
Israelis. He said that foe Israeli 
occupation authorities had re- 
duced the quantity of food served 
to prisoners and the materials 
used for personal hygiene. 

He added that foe Israelis had 
issued regulations banning visits 
to prisoners and detainees unless 
their relatives and families obtain 
prior permits to visit them. 

A delegation representing foe 
people taking part in foe sit-in 
banded a memorandum to the 
ICRC delegate to forward it to 
the committee's headquarters in 
Geneva. The memorandum cal- 
led on the ICRC to intervene 
immediately and put an end to 
the oppressive Israeli practices 
against Palestinian prisoners. 

The memorandum also stated 
dissatisfaction with the ICRC's 
silence over Israeli violations and ' 
encroachments in the occupied 
Arab territories. 
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Sit-in organised Tuesday at the International Committee of foe Red 
Cross premises protests treatment of the Palestinian prisoners and 
detainees in Israeli prisons (photo by Yousef A! ‘Allan) 


Social Security regulations have 
to be fully enforced, Masri says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Taber Masri Tuesday 
circulated instructions to various 
government departments and 
public institutions calling on them 
to refrain from terminating the 
accounts of foreign firms that 
have completed projects in Jor- 
dan before first consulting 
with foe Social Security Corpora- 
tion (SSC). 

All government departments 


for which foreign companies had 
carried out projects should not 
end their association with these 
companies until a clearance is' 
obtained from the SSC in accord- 
ance with stated regulations, 
according to foe instructions from 
Mr. Masri. 

Local and foreign firms and 
their employees are covered by 
foe SSC law enacted in 1980. 


A number of foreign firms have 
completed projects for govern- 
ment departments and public 
companies and have left foe 
country without first obtaining 
clearance from foe SSC, failing to 
pay applicable charges, according 
to foe circular. 

Such practices have created 
problems for foe SSC and have 
hindered its work, the circular 
said. 


Patricide gets death sentence 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jordanian 
youth who stabbed his father to 
death has been sentenced to 
death by the martial court, 
according to a report in foe Ara- 
bic daily Al Dustour. 

The youth, who was foe only 


bread-winner of the family, killed 
his father because he was being 
forced to provide him with JD 35 
per month. The father, who was 
blind, sought and won the ali- 
mony in court after his son re- 
fused to care for thim. 


In order to relieve himself of 
the court-appointed debt, the 
youth stabbed the father with a 
meat knife as his father was doing 

ablution in preparation for per- 
forming Al Fajr prayer. 
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Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Potash Production Expansion 
. Project No. 30-4857 (APC-25/90) 
Advertisement for major equipment supply 

(EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE FOR TENDERING) 

The Arab Potash Company Limited {A.P.C ) ot Amman. Jordan plans lo expand 
production capacity by 400.000 lonnes per year. The facilities will be located on a sue 
adjoining the existing refinery near Safi, on the southern end ol the Dead Sea, about 
200km north of the port of Aqaba 

A.P.C. has applied for financing to the World Bank. The proceeds of the loan will be 
applied to payments for the supply of the required equipment in accordance with the 
guidelines of the World Bank. 

Purchases will be made from the member countries of the Wot Id Bank and 
Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers, interested in tendering for any of the 
following equipment, to apply lor tender documents to A.P.C. or Jacobs at the address 
shown below. The cost for each tender package shall be U S $40 — non refundable. 

1. Camalllte centrifuges 5. Dryer 

2. Product centrifuges 6. Cooler 

3. Agitators 7. Carnallite/Crystaliiser screens 

4. Thickener Mechanisms 8. Salt flotation cell bank 


1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 2. Mr. M. H origins, 

Projects Manager, Jacobs International Inc., 

The Arab Potash Co. Ltd., Merrion House, 

P.O. Box 1470 Merrion Road, 

Amman — Jordan Dublin 4, — Ireland 

Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site. Fax No. : 353-1-2695497 

Fax No.: 962-6-674416/Amman H.O. Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Telex NO. 21683 Potash Jo. Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 

Tel No.: 665165/6 - Amman 
665116 or 03-377121.- Site 

Tender documents will be available to suppliers on and from June 1 6th, 1991. The 
dosing date for submission of tenders will be 12:00 noon July 15th, 1991. • 

NOTE: Closing date for submission of tenders has been extended from July 15ib, 
1991 to July 31st, 1991. 

AY. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 
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Has the new government new economic policy? 




VS. President George Bosh, in statements to the press 
Monday, gave a strong indication that be might issue 
iavft&tions to a Middle East peace conference and see who 
shows op if his secretary of state’s stalled efforts are not 
saved ami revived. “Well, I don’t want to go into options 
but yes, I have seen suggestions of tbat nature (American 
call for peace conference) mad at some point I think K owe the 
American people my view of the details I am not willing to 
discuss right now,” be told White House correspondents at 
Kennebnnkpoit. “(It) wouldn't bother me one bit to get np 
and say, ‘here b what we have been trying to do.' So there b 
no time frame or anything of that nature, but 1 think there 
are a lot of people wondering what in the world is going on 
and I have Invoked ijuiet diplomacy and the need for 
confidentiality, but 1 can't do that forever. 1 just simply 
can’t do it. I owe it to the American people and I think the 
people around the work! to say, ‘bey, here is what the 
United States thinks is a good formula.’” 

The statement is Indeed encouraging, given that it comes 
Cram the president of the United States and then because it is 
made at this particular time when little hope is left that the 
Shamir government wffl ever change its obstinate mind 
about giving peace a ffamw 1 - 

- Bat we have bees encouraged by U-S. statement before 
only to lie disappointed by the inaction that invariably 
followed. Each time an American leader attempted to pot 
moral pressure os ferae!, the Israelis found a way not only 
to resist it but afiso to make more money and extract more 
material support from die U.S. in its af te r ma t h . 

With this to mind, and in the belief that President Bush 
and Secretary of State James Baker are serious about 
softvtog the Palestinian problem this time around, we extend 
am invitation to Messrs. Bush and Baker to back their words 
with deeds and do whatever is necessary to bring the Israelis 
to their senses if not outright save them from themselves. 

This cannot be done by not linking aid and loan 
guarantees to progress on the peace front. Appeasement of 
Israeli hardliners did not work in the past and will not work 
in (he future. The Reagan administration tried arms 
twisting by withholding delivery of weapons, or by some 
sharp words in She press and at the Security Council, but its 
attempts were either few and far between or they were 
theatrical and unconvincing to the first place. Bringing 
Israel to bed emmot work by eictodmg (be U.N., especially 
the Soviet Union a&d She European Community, from peace 
efforts ealfcer. If President Bush is serious about issuing 
invitations to a peace conference, let him have the Soviet 
Unkm and the other permanent members of the Security 
Conned co-sponsor the invitation. If Israel, or for that 
matter any other country, refuses to attend, then the U.N. 
would be the right place to discuss what could be done In 
response. Tbe U.S. Congress cannot in that event easily 
accuse the administration of being unilateral and one-sided. 

| But above afi, if Israel will not listen to tbe voice of 
reason, the U.S. will have to try what has not been tried 
before: Withheld financial and economic aid and threaten 
tbe rntposition of U.N. sanctions. Shamir A Co. will ressrt 
and stiffen their already obdurate stand on the Palestinian 
problem and maybe even win more support from the Israeli 
electorate. But tbe Israelis cannot do it for long: They are 
gotog to need bread to take to their Masada fortress. 
Without the generosity of President Bush and the American 
people, even tbe sight of bread would elude than. 

PRESS CgMEglAMS 

AI Ral daily Tuesday accused the Americans of preparing for 
another massacre against the 18 million people of Iraq under the 
protection of the United Nations and its slogans. The paper said 
that the Americans and other western nations are preoccupied in 
fabricating lies against Iraq and accusing the country of various 
falsehoods, reminding us of the period that preceded the western 
onslaught and propaganda campaigns against the Iraqi people at 
the start of the Gulf crisis and during the Iranian aggression. At 
the same time the Americans are going ahead with their plans to 
starve the Iraqi people, preventing them from getting essential 
requirements and from standing again on their feet to reconstruct 
their country , the paper said. The western leaders in general and 
the American administration in particular are making a mockery 
of the western people's faculties, forcing them to believe 
falsehoods about Iraq and its people, the paper noted. Once the 
western people regain their consciousness and wake up to the 
troth, they will be asronished at the way they had been misled by 
their political leaders who had been fabricating falsehoods against 
the Arabs and the Iraqi people, the paper continued. It said that 
the present moral crisis in the West has transformed the western 
nations into the Moguls of the modern age, filled with malice and 
hatred and the lust for killing other people on earth. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily calls on the numerous private ' 
universities springing up everywhere to make sure that higher 
education will not be restricted to the well-to-do sector of the j 
Jordanian population, Salah Abdul Samad says that it goes | 
without saying that private universities will want to make profit in 
addition to making available higher education to those unable to 
enrol at government universities. But the writer notes that those 
students who are not able to go abroad for higher studies should 
not be prevented also from securing their higher education in 
Jordan because of high university fees. Students from various 
backgrounds and classes look forward to acquiring higher 
education in this country and should be helped to do so by fixing 
reasonable fees, suggests Abdul Samad. We do not wish to see 
universities transformed into charitable organisations, but they 
can at least make higher education within the reach of the 
majority of people, continues Abdul Samad. What is needed 
under the present circumstances, says the writer, is moderate fees 
winch are instrumental in the higher education process if the new 
universities are really keen on contributing towards the educa- 
tional development of society. 


The public instinctively takes an optimistic attitude towards new 
governments. For this and other reasons, on* reaction towards the 
formation of the present government was one of jubilation and 
optimism. 

One assumes that the government is now drafting its ministerial 
statement. On the front of tbe economy and economic policyr 
everything is possible. The worst thing for tbe new government is 
to adopt tbe past policy trends or to maintain the economic 
policies of the previous two governments which had actually no 
economic policies except imposing more and mare taxes. 

Assuming tbat Mr. Taher Masri’s government will not copy the 
past “economic policy” trends and that it is very serious about tbe 
-economy and economic problems and treats them as priority 
issues; one ventures to make a number of remarks. 

First, democracy is not any longer a merely political process or 
a luxury (and, admittedly, it has never been that way as a matter 
of principle). It has become an integral part of the economic 
process itself. No economic progress can be made; or thereafter 
sustained, in an undemocratic atmosphere. It is no coincidence 
that the most democratically advanced countries are simul- 
taneously the most economically advanced ones. The completion 
of the democratisation. process in Jordan is a pre-requisite for 


economic success. 

Second, the national unity is another -cornerstone of progress 
on all fronts including the economic one. Such unity enhances tbe 
long-term prospects of stability and brightens the economic 
outlook. Important investment decisions can not be taken without 
the guaranteed continuation of this stability. Fortunately, there is 
a national consensus on this unity and the new government is 
uniquely qualified, and expected, to enhance it. 

Third, an open economy based (Hi full-fledged liberalism and 
economic freedom is the gateway to tbe economically prosperous 
Jordan of the future. The present atmosphere of restrictions, 
bureaucratic procedures and administrative complications and 
complexes throttles innovation, the spirit of initiation and 
risk-taking and will abort the birth of a prosperous economy. 

Fourth, the present policy of oontinnously overburdening tbe 
economy with more and more taxes will destroy production 
incentives, antagonise the private sector and eventually distort 
any economic policy, no matter what it is. 

Fifth, the investment climate can be revolutionised in the way 
warranted by great economic expectations only if security and 
assurance are guaranteed for Jordanian and Palestinian capital 
committed abroad or living in exile so that such capital is induced 


to flow back to Jordan and contribute to a fundamental economic 
revival. 

And, lastly, we have tbe economic adjustment programme. 
There is no argument about this programme because its adoption 
and application is not a matter of choice for Jordaman poncy- 
m alters and thus there is no point in asking whether it is bad or 
good. Nor is it sane to ask whether it has worked or n ot, b ecause 
any positive developments, including for example ptentmu ram- 
fall will be ascribed to it and every adverse one will be attributed 
to misfortune, such as tbe Gulf war or, in the case of inadequate 

rainfall, to Heaven- „ . . . . 

However the programme is not perfect; it is an inco mplete and 
vague prescription and therefore there are some important issues 
that have to be cared for. For example, it approached with wishful 
thinking the two very hot issues of Jordan, namely unemployment 
and high costs of living. It said nothing about capital formation, its 
financing and about the investment climate. The adoption of an 
economic policy with a wider horizon does not contradict the 
programme which can be made part of that policy. We badly need 
such a policy to serve as a bridge between what weare in and what 
we aspire for. Certainly, our aspirations go far beyond the 
elimination of the budget deficit and repaying our external debt. 



Ulema responsible for Muslim consensus 


The following is the fnSS text of the address by Bis Majesty King 
Hussein at tbe eighth general conference of the Royal Society for 
Islamic Civilisation Research (Al AJEbait Foundation) on Tuesday 
July 2. 1991. 


In the name of God the Coupas- 
skmate, the Merctful 

Venerable 'ulema, members of 
Al Albait Foundation, honour- 
able guests. 

May God's peace and blearing 
be upon you. 1 salute you and 
your foundation, and I congratu- 
late you on all your achieve- 
ments. I welcome you to Jordan, 
which has always been happy to 
host the conference of your 
foundation. This conference is all 
the more conducive to happiness 
because we derive optimism and 
confidence from this major Isla- 
mic meeting. We see it as proof 
that, in our countries, no matter 
bow thick the clouds may gather, 
they will soon dear again — that 
Muslims have been blessed by 
God with amity to heal their 
wounds, as well as the thought, 
faith, and interests that bring 
them back to recondliation and 
accord. 

Venerable 'ulema, 
ladies and gentlemen. 

Through our nation's long hisr 
torv it witnessed innumerable dis- 
asters, tbe latest of which was 
named the Gulf crisis. This crisis 
left in its wake many material, 
human, and environmental los- 
ses. It produced deep psycholo- 
gical, intellectual, and physical 
wounds. The Gulf crisis divided 
the nation, manifested the dis- 
eases that prey on it, and lost it its 
dignity, and status before others. 
It disabused outriders of any no- 
tions of inner strength which they 
may have thought us to possess. 


What are we to do about this 
situation? Shall we remain silent 
to perpetuate this state of affairs, 
thus incurring the curse of future 
generations, or should we shoul- 
der our responsibility to set our 
affairs in order? And bow are we 
to achieve tbat? Should we con- 
tent ourselves with a facelift or 
should we undertake the hard 
task of dealing the debris and 
rebuilding the edifice after testing 
the foundations to ensure their 
soundness? 

Gentlemen, 

The two generations to which 
members of this conference be- 
long, which span over forty and 
eighty years, witnessed successive 
perils that threatened this nation. 
After confronting each one of 
them, we have seen it in this last 
chapter succumb to exhaustion 
and disintegration to the extent 
that it needs to renew its tissues 
and rejuvenate its ceDs. How is it 
to do that, and where should it 
start? 

Traditionally, inter-Arab and 
inter-Islamic differences re- 
mained superficial. They did not 
reach the core and substance of 
the nation because the 'ulema, 
thinkers, and the educated dis- 
tanced themselves from these dif- 
ferences, and were only involved 
in attempts to bridge the gaps or 
dose the ranks. The worst out- 
come of this crisis is that some 
'ulema and leaders of thought 
have waded, along with others 
into the mire of differences, 
thereby, wittingly or otherwise, 
widening and deepening these 
differences until they spread and 


penetrated from tbe surface to 
the core, causing farther dishar- 
mony among scholars and think- 
ers. The 'ulema did not pursue a 
single course. They d id not agree 
on a consensus of righteousness 
to unite them. They did not meet 
together. Their divergent views 
and dispersed positions caused 
the chiuk in the nation’s armour 
to deepen and spread until it 
became a large crack in the body 
of the nation. Discord and disuni- 
ty spread among the 'ulema and 
even among the people, hence 
came all the statements, fatwas, 
declarations, analyses, and re- 
ports by our thinkers and scholars 
which you followed through the 
media. We were deeply saddened 
by all this. But another wise 
group in your midst distanced 
themselves from this strife. They 
spoke sparingly , and only to 
guide towards what is good, or 
they held their peace to avoid 
widening the chasm or fanning 
the fire. But now it is time for the 
nation to hear rational and less 
vociferous words from Islamic 
scholars. It is time for these scho- 
lars to start a new phase of 
forming tbe mind, building 
thought and knowledge, and cor- 
recting procedures in all posts 
and institutions. It is time for the 
nation to leave the phase of 
generality and ambiguity, to start 
one of precision and clarity of 
ends and means — a phase of 
practical organisational plans and 
programmes with timetables for 
execution, and with the ability to 
develop and keep abreast with 
new developments while preserv- 
ing principles and constants. It is 
time for our Islamic scholars, our 
writers, our preachers, our lectur- 
ers. our speakers — in fact it is 
time for ail of us to take a close 
look at our words, to examine 


and improve them, to understand 
their meanings, and to employ 
them correctly, so that wc may 
have a dearer understanding of 
events and actions, after our 
minds have been fogged by the 
ambiguity of our words, confu- 
sion over their meanings, and by 
the practice of using them words 
haphazardly. 

Honourable guests, 

Muslims have witnessed in the 
-past Islamic scholars who were 
guiding beacons; when many 
among them took positions in 
which they feared none but God 
and in which they sought only the 
truth and justice. 11 k scholar, 
gentlemen, should set an exam- 
ple, which he cannot achieve 
unless people trust him and be- 
lieve his words, which should be 
compatible with his deeds. “Most 
odious in the right of God that 
you should say that which you do 
not.” It is easy to raise one's 
voice in scorn of others as long as 
the speaker does not apply his 
words to himself; but the effect of 
a scholar can only be measured 
by the degree to which people 
follow his example in thought and 
deed. Otherwise he cannot set an 
example. Any influence on peo- 
ple other than in thought and 
deed is merely a transient one 
which soon leaves a vacuum in 
people’s thought and life. Islam 
provides the thought. Muslims 
provide the deeds. Their faith will 
not be whole until their deeds are 
compatible with the philosophy 
of Islam. 

As you are aware, venerable 
scholars, the scholar in whom wc 
take pride, out of a history full of 
luminaries, is one who seeks troth 
and justice. Al Kindi described 
such a .scholar's method in his 


words: “We must not shy away 
from finding virtue in troth and 
upholding it regardless of its ori- 
gin, even if it comes from a 
distant race or an opposing na- 
tion. Nothing short of truth 
should satisfy him who seeks it. 
Ail are honoured by the truth.” 

Such a scholar would not seek 
to score victories nor would he 
take a bias because either would 
distract him from the truth. Such 
an attitude would lead turn to 
gainsay by using untruths. How 
noble were the words of Imam Al 
Sbafi'i when he said; “I have 
never debated anyone and wished 
him to be wrong. Nor do I possess 
any knowledge which I did not 
wish to be possessed by all people 
rather than see it attributed to 
me.” He also said of his works: “T 
wish that people would leant 
these books rather than atribute 
them to me.” 

In describing the scholar's attri- 
butes, Al Shafi'i said that the 
scholar should not be prey to love 
of exposure, particularly in 
situations that elicit hasty state- 
ments and opinions, or those that 
incite discords among scholars. In 
doing so they would behave in a 
manner against which God 
warned. “Be not like those who 
became divided and created dis- 
sensions after clear proof had 
come to them.” Controversy 
among scholars would them lead 
to confusion among Muslims so 
that Islam would appear disun- 
ited and disjointed. Ibis is parti- 
cularly true when scholars, pur- 
suing their controversies and 
seeking to gain the upper hand, 
proceed to cite from the Holy 
Koran and the Prophet's badith, 
using contradictory interpreta- 
tions of the same ayah or hadith 
by different scholars, and at times 
by the same scholars under diffe- 


rent circumstances. . .. 

Venerable scholars. 

We are at a phase where no 
benefit will be gained from reviv- 
ing matters that widened the gap 
among Muslims. This is not the 
time for sophistry and dialectic. 
We must not return to our old 
debates lest we become like the 
people of Byzantium who -were 
distracted by their debate from 
the danger facing them until they 
were taken unaware. Let us con* " 
centra te on understanding what 
has happened through 30 objec- 
tive study which would not 
reopen the wounds but broaden 
our horizons for calm reflection 
and lead us to the truth about 
ourselves, the nature of our rela- 
tions, mid onr orders, so that we 
can rebuild our fives on the basis 
of truth, righteousness, justice, 
and the good of the nation. We 
must be scientific, aware of die 
spirit of our times, and we must 
contribute to shaping civilisation. 
We must warn the whole nation 
of tbe plots and intrigues being 
hatched against it, and. we must 
concentrate our attention on con- 
fronting the danger that faces us 
all. • 


Venerable scholars, 

I repeat my welcome and my 
thanks to you, and I pray to God 
to grant us success to gaining IBs 
pleasure. May God open our 
hearts to what is right and guide 
ns to the path of righteousness. 
May God grant us forgiveness 
and to Him we commend our 
detiny. 

May God’s peace and blessings be 
with you. 


U.S. embarrassed by Kuwait Problems without solutions 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 

WASHINGTON — Persistent 
reports of human rights abuses, a 
lack of enthusiasm for democracy 
and an apparent disregard for the 
environment have turned Kuwait 
after the Gulf war into a major 
embarrassment to the United 
States, analysts say. 

But they say these problems 
mask even deeper splits within 
Kuwaiti society and the Bush 
administration is risking more 
than embarrassment by trying to 
ignore them. 

“Kuwait is a very substantial 
embarrassment to the United 
States. Everything that could 
have gone wrong since the ruling, 
family returned has gone wrong." " 
said Adam Garfinkel, a Middle 
East analyst with the Foreign 
Policy Research Institute. 

Kuwait's announcement on 
Tuesday that it would end martial 
law on Wednesday and turn trials 
of alleged collaborators over to 
civilian courts was likely to pro- 
vide some temporary relief from 
criticism both for the Kuwaiti 
government and Washington. 

However, opposition leaders 
said the change was unlikely to 
make any real difference either to 
the strict controls placed on poli- 
tical life or the conduct of the 
trials. 

A list of what in Washington 
are seen as Kuwaiti shortcomings 
would begin with reports by hu- 
man rights organisations of wide- 
spread killings, torture and de- 
portation of alleged Iraqi col- 
laborators after the restoration of 
Emir Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad Al 
Sabah following the Gulf war 
ceasefire last February, 

It would focus on the treatment 
of the 200.000-strong Palestinian 
minority, blamed by the Kuwaitis 
for allying themselves with Bagh- 
dad during the seven mouths of 


Iraqi rule. 

The list would highlight tbe 
conduct of military trials where 
29 people have been condemned 
to death in proceedings de- 
nounced across the world as cur- 
sory and unfair. 

Then there was the delay in 
announcing dates for elections, 
now tentatively set for October 
1992, and the fact that the emir is 
balking on the issue of votes for 
women. 

Lastly, critics cite the Kuwaiti 
authorities slowness in restoring 
basic services and the relatively 
low priority they appear to have 
assigned to putting out the fires in 
some 600 oil wells left ablaze by 
the Iraqis, over 500 of which are 
still burning. 

“So much of what the Kuwaitis 
have done is .contrary to what 
President (George) Bush’s hew 
world order stands for,” said 
David Scheffer of the Carnegie 
Endowment for International 
Peace. 

‘Tin talking about the develop- 
ment of democratic pluralism, a 
respect for the rights of indi- 
viduals and minorities and a con- 
cern for the environment,” he 
said. 

Hillary Mann, a research fel- 
low for.the Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy, who recent- 
ly returned from a two-month 
visit to Kuwait, said the problems 
ran much deeper than this. 

“The Al Sabah family has 
totally lost legitimacy. It has no 
real popular support any more 
and it has generated a perception 
that it is weak and challenge- 
able,” she said. 

"There are dear warning signs 
that the government is sitting on a 
powderkeg.” 

She said there were similarities 
between the situation, in Kuwait 
and that of Lebanon on tbe eve of- 


its 16-year civil war which tore 
the structure of that country apart 
and destabilised the enure Mid- 
dle East. 

In both cases, a central govern- 
ment lost authority and legitima- 
cy in an atmosphere of rising 
religious and ethnic tensions. In 
Kuwait, as was the case in Leba- 
non, all sides are well armed with 
weapons left behind by the 
fleeing Iraqis. 

Faced with all this, the Bush 
administration has bent over 
backwards not to criticise 
Kuwait, issuing only occasional 
statements of mild regret. 

For instance last week when 
eight more people received the 
death penalty, the State Depart- 
ment urged the Kuwaitis to re- 
view the sentences meticulously 
but did not join class for them to 
be set aside. 

Bush sent Secretary of State 
James Baker to Kuwait last April 
to express some of Washington’s 
concerns about the human rights 
situation there but has since re- 
frained from taking any public 
action. 

Tbe analysts said the United 
States ought to be speaking out 
more vigorously for democratic 
values. 

« • 

“The United States ought to be 
pressing for decency first of ail 
and then for democracy.” said 
Garfinkel. “But the idea of 
democracy annoys Saudi Arabia 
and Bush has always been very 
anxious not to annoy tbe Saudis.” 

Mann's conclusions were simi- 
lar. 

“We've decided apparently to 
hold hands with the Al Sabah 
family and with the Saudis. Thai 
policy is not sustainable in a 
situation where the ruling family 
is losing control of the situation,'’ 
she said. 


By Dr. Abdul Rahim Malfaas 

IN the Arab World, we have 
many problems. For a better 
understanding of these prob- 
lems. the following is an 
attempt at classifying them into 
more comprehensible and 
manageable categories. 

J. Problems with no solu- 
tions or ‘*PNS.” These are 
problems one should try to 
forget and submerge every 
time they happen to surface 
into one's concerned aware- 
ness. They are characterised by 
being deeply rooted in our 
■culture, and probably in our 
DNA. They are chronic dis-' 
eases whose chances of cure 
even a genetic optimist can 
become pessimistic about. Any 
attempt at tackling these prob- 
lems is a mere waste of time 
and energy. A representative 
sample of PNS is our preoc- 
cupation with sex, and a para- 
llel nihilistic attitude towards life. . 

• 2. Nousolvable problems, or 
“NSP-" These are usually ma-- 
jor problems that form the 
‘basis of most of our other 
problems. They are the ones 
we cannot solve, mainly be- 
cause we are afraid to solve. 
They are taboo issues guarded 
by primitive cats ready to 
scratch any instigator. Prob- 
lems in this category are usual- 
ly closely related to the 1 ones 
■in the first category, or are a 
logical result of them. In this 
category you will find the prob- 
lem of population overgrowth. 

3. Solvable problems that 
should not be solved, “SPNS.” 
These are real problems that 
we train ourselves to look at as- 
simple irritants, and do not 
attempt to seriously and. 
earnestly solve. They are the 
kind that, if solved, will create 
.real problems that we always 
sought to avoid. After all, they ' 
are the problems we have 


accepted in order to sidetrack 
other problems that we could 
not originally manage. In this 
category sits the problem of 
our national debt. 

4. Solvable problems that 
cannot be solved, "SPCS." 
Though it looks very strange, 
these problems are very real. 
Think of problems like corrup-- 
tion when you think of this 1 
category. 

‘‘No matter what clas- 
sification one chooses, 
one cannot fully 
understand the non- 
solvability of our 
. problems unless one 
• can bring himself to 
believe that, for cultu- 
ral reasons, the 
majority of us do not 
necessarily differenti- 
ate between fact and 
fantasy.” 

5. Solvable problems that 
arc not solved, "SPANS." 
These are ample and small 
problems tbat we can solve, 
but that we do not .solve, be- 
cause we think we can easily 
solve, them at any time, or 
because we think that time can 
solve them for us. In this categ- 
ory lies, will most of our problems. 

6. Preventable problems, 
“FP." These are nonexistent 
problems that we help realise 
and vitalise, prior to adding 
them, as new items, to the ones 
in the previous category. By 
the way, many of the problems 
in tbe aforementioned categor- 
ies were originally resident in 
.this compartment. Pollution 
lies here permanently. 

7. Problems for others to. 
solve, “POS." These axe our 
biggest problems. These are 
problems that we do not like to* 
solve ourselves, and insist, that 
others should solve for us. 


Here you find all our political 
problems. 

This is only one classification 
built mainly on the factor of 
solvability Different classifies-' 
tions built on either the 
psychological origins of these 
problems, or their historico- 
cultural background do exist. 

However, no matter what 
classification one chooses, one 
cannot fully understand die 
nonsolvability of our problems 
unless one can bring himself to 
believe that-, for cultural 
reasons, the majority of us do 
not necessarily, differentiate 
between fact and fantasy. The 
real and the surreal blend so 
easily together in our life, that 
most of our problems go out of 
•real focus and therefore do not 
fall on factual retinae. 

It is not surprising, there- 
fore, to notice that most of our 
problems are either in, or shift- 
ing to, the uonsoivabte cate- 
gories. This is so because an 
increasing number of our peo- 
ple are led to believe that our 
problems are created only be 1 
cause, we try to solve them. , 

Tbe same people believe' 
that efforts made for solving, 
these problems are fruitless, 
and that it is much better to 
spare our time and energy for a 
rewarding investment. 
To their mind, all our attention 
should be directed towards 
preparing ourselves for 
another world, the ul timat e 
world, where there is only 
happiness, and no problems to 
solve at all! • 

8. Major problems that 
should be solved, 

. arc Problems . that- 
should be solved, before other 
problems can be solved.- In this 
category you find the same fist 
35 m me first category. 

to . pr°of reading errors': 
Ons article appeaied'dj&tortcd 
*n yesterday’s Jordan Times, 
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- vifia^^hasateady experienced 
: amass die^pff q£ ft* ,■ j 

^The wastes" have been in this 
landfin sijLc& Jamiaiy. Before 
... that, .they were simply dumped 
above-grossod, where they sat in 
-- corroding barretewhose lids occa- 
sionally popped off, spiffing: their 
deadly contents onto the land- 
scape. 

•to the lexkxm of the interna- 
tional waste trade, this is known 
as ‘‘r«ydmg i ^ - - - 

B y any other name... 

“Almost every .waste . trade 
scheme that -we see now uses a 
term Uke ‘recycling, 1 ’ says Green- 
peace organiser. Jus Valjette, “Or 
Yesiducs-to-electricity’ — a lot of 
them pose as electricity projects. 
Very . benign-sounding n ampa. 
But the reality is the same: burn- 
ing U.S. and European wastes 
elsewhere to make an easy 
tack.”.- 

VaUette is one of the staffers at 
Greenpeace’s International 
Waste Trade Project who spend 
their days tradring—and battling 

— the growing world market in 
trade wastes. The fifth edition of 
their yearly waste trade inventory 
details over. 1,000. attempts to 
expenrt tens of i^fioas of tonnes 
of industrialised countries’ waste 
to be burned; buried or otherwise 
dumped in toe Thud World. 

The project’s genesis dates 
back to toe worldwide: media 
attention drawn by the infamous . 
“garbage barge” that wandered 
toe globe in search of a dnmpsite 
for its cargo of household waste 
from IsBp, N.Y. A few months 

■ later,- the freighter- Khian Sea 

spent 27 months on a similar 
journey with a hold foil of ash 
from Philadelphia’s -garbage ■ in- 
cinerator; turned down by IS 
countries on five continents, toe 
Khian Sea is believed* to> have 
dumped its cargo jnto the Indian 
Ocean. - ayj*m.- 

In working to sqnddi Ooc 
wefl-pablictsed schemes, Green- 
peace activists .“realised that 
( toere was a. growing effort by 
'waste traders 16' bring industry’s 
wastes to foreign lands,”, says 
VaUette. “We pieced togther a 
picture of dozens of schemes to 
strip wastes from toe North to the 
Southland from toe West to the 
East^And that was when. Green- 
peace decided to launch a cam- 
paign against what we began ball- 
ing the international waste 
trade.” t • • 

While there °° bard fi- 
gures, estimates pf. toe amount of 

- i hazah tous waste generated each 
year in the United States ran into 
toe Unions of tonnes- Of this, toe 
vast majority has always been 
deposed of at home, with a smat- 

■ tenng destined for du m pi n g in 
attiex countries, primarily across 
toe Canadian bender. 

Trash for cadi 

But as toe Eirriromnental Pro- 
tection Agency, in response to 
growing environmental activism . 
in the United States, tightened 
restrictions on toe dumping of 
-hazardous waste at home, it also 
created new ecomnnte incentives 
' for using toe' Third World as a 
.-damp site. -Even with shipping 
costs and payments, to the recetv- 
fng m mtfri fli, L7.S. fains sndden- 
ly- found, dumping wastes over- 
seas could save up to 90 per cent 
over using the few U.S. dump- . 
sites that could ' meet the tight-, 
ened ' EPA standards. Perhaps 
.more importantly^ it offered free- 

- idbtn from toe 'threat of liability: 
Once a load of waste was suooess- 
foHy exported, there was no lon- 
ger any threat that the originating 
company would be forced to pay 
fur dean up costs or reimburse 
victims of the pollution. 

As a result, toe mid-1980s saw 
an ever-increasing flotilla of 
frmghteis and barges earthy; off 
trash from the industrialised 
world to lUzd World nations. 
Notices of Intent to export hazar- 
dous. .waste .filed, with the £PA 
leaped from 12 in 1980 to 522 in 
toe gist half irf 1988, as estab- 
lished waste disposal firms were 
joined by international entrep- 
reneurs who jumped at the 
opp or t unit y to make, as one en- 
vironmental' activist observed, 
“febnlous profits^ without the risk 
c tf drwg smuggling or running 


Thisboomwasaidedandabet- 

ted, say waste' .. trade activists, by 
EPA . regulations that provided 
easy loopholes for export 
schemes. While tedmicaUy the 
EPA Inust authorise hazaadqus 
waste sbipmciits, toe agency^ 


in tite United States contains ab- 
out .20 pounds of toxics. “(ln- 
..dnm^tor) ash is really bad stuff 
— mercury, cadmium, lead,” 
says Mike Williams of the 
Ottecos Clearinghouse on Hazar- 
dous Waste. “And every time 
■ they test it, it comes out to a level 
that equals hazardous waste. But 
if the EPA treated it as hazardous 
waste, there'd be no place to put 
it, because there’s not that many 
hazardous waste facilities.” 

Furthermore, even officially 
“hazardous” waste shipments re- 
quire only that the EPA notify 
receiving .countries, of the export 
proposal. And with the money 
available feu offering one's country 
as a disposal site, a mere “noti- 
fication” may not carry much 
weight with cash-starved Thud 
World governments, especially if 
corrupt officials can be bribed to 
look the other way. In one noto- 
rious instance, the tiny West Afri- 
can nation of Gunea-Bissau was 
offered a sum of money greater 
than its entire GNP in exchange 
fan* accepting shipments of toxic 
waste from Europe. 

But even multimillion-dollar 
bribe was not enough to convince 
Guinea-Bissau to accept ship- 
ments openly labelled as toxic 
waste; indeed, says VaUette, it is 
generally “potitical suicide” for a 
Third World government to be 
caught selling its land as a dump 
site. And so waste traders have 
come up with a raft of ingenious 
pseudonyms for their wares, such 
as: 

• A West Coast firm 
approached the government of 
the Marshall Islands with an offer 
of 17,000 tonnes of Seattle house- 
hold garbage, which toe firm 
proposed for use as landfill to 
defend against rising sea levels 
caused by global warming. Wben- 
tiris plan fell through, the firin' 
tried instead to pawn off a load of 
..used tyres for use as a reef. 

' • At one point, the Khian Sea 
was set to unload its cargo of ash 
in Haiti as “fertilizer,** until 
Greenpeace intervened. In an 
a tte mpt to prove die sceptical 
locals tint toe ash was safe, a 
company representative grabbed 
a handful and ate II 
' When the Panamanian gov- 
ernment rejected a load of Phi- 
ladelphia ash palmed off as road- 
fiD — after having been tipped off 
by Greenpeace about toe ash’s 
taridty — the Norwegian ship- 
pers hauled it off to the West 
African nation of Guinea for use 
as “raw building materials” for 
cinder blocks. The ash was finally . 
returned to Norway after an un- 
appreciative Guinean govern- 
ment arrested toe Norwegian 
honorary consul general who had 
helped broker the deal and 
threatened to hold him until toe 
waste was removed. 

But Greenpea c e activists soon 
discovered that such shipments 
were only the tip of the iceberg 
compared to a more entrenched, 
insidious form of toxic im- 
perialism ‘Tecyctmg" plants that 
continue to process some- of the 
mo st dead ly substances produced 
by industry in the West. 

Heavy metal wastes- — primari- 
ly lead, mercury and cadmium — 
have been produced in prodigious 
amounts by Western industry 
since the late 1800s, and have 


been shipped to overseas smelters 
for almost as long. Today, they 
are one of the United States’ top 
exports, with regular shipments of 
lead-lader used car batteries to 
Brazil helping make that country 
the United States' second-biggest 
waste trading partner. In Brazil, 
lead and zinc wastes have become 
rach an important commodity 
that the government has actually 
lowered tariffs to encourage their 
import. 

Despite recycling’s dean im- 
age, these plants are no solution 
to the problem of industrial waste 
disposal, say environmentalists. 
Even the most efficient metal- 
recycling plants can't red aim 100 
per cent of the metal wastes, and 
toe remaining toxic sludge must 
be dumped, often under less than 
ecologically sound conditions. 
This sludge also contains whatev- 
er (fiend ns, heavy metals and toe 
like that were contained in the 
original waste material. 

The trade in heavy metal 
wastes has increased as more and 
more smelters in the United 
States have refused to accept 
metals for recycling, particularly 
“dirty” wastes that contain high 
levels of extremely toxic organic 
compounds. As a result of tight- 
ened EPA regulations, half of all 
U.S. lead smelters were shut 
down between 1980 and 1986. 
According to Greenpeace, smel- 
ters in countries like Brazil, In- 
dia, China and Indonesia then 
picked up the slack. 

The latest “sham recycler” to 
draw the project’s ire is the facil- 
ity rtm by Minas de AJmadgn y 
Arraganes S.A., the Spanish 
state-run agency that is the 
world’s largest supplier of mer- 
cury. In 1980, Minas de Alm&d£n 
began offering to process indust- 
rial mercury wastes if the export- 
ing companies would pledge to 
buy the reclaimed mercury. 
Dozens of companies in the Un- 
ited States and Europe — among 
them the new Jersey-based Cosan 
and Troy Chemicals and the 
European subsidiary of battery 
giant Duraceil — took up the 
offer. 

There was only one problem: 
No such recycling facility existed. 
Attempts were made to build one 
between 1984 and 1986, but a 
series of explosions and worker 
health problems caused Minas de 
Alma dgn to abandon the project. 
As a study by toe Spanish nation- 
al scientific institute described the 
situation in 1988, “the mercury 
wastes treatment plant does hot 
permit the treatment of any type 
of waste that is found in Almad6n 
at toe present time. 

Nonetheless, throughout this 
period toe Spanish government 
was claiming that the recycling 
plant was up and running. And 
U.S. companies continued to cer- 
tify to the EPA that the wastes 
would be “processed... for recov- 
ery of the mercury metal con- 
tained.” 

But the wastes continued to be 
stored exactly as they had been 
all along: in corroding barrels 
that leaked their contents onto 
the so3 so freely that digging in 
toe gravel would produce a pool 
of liquid mercury. Some wastes, 
such as used batteries, were 
dumped directly onto the ground. 

When Greenpeace began to 
investigate, Minas de Ainuuten 
hastily dug a new, “secure land- 
fill” in a geologically unstable 
site; the barrels were simply 
crushed and earth spread over 
them. “As a result,” Green- 
peace’s report notes, “unknown 
m ixtu re s and reactions are likely 
to occur with unknown results.” 


At the very least, these reactions 
are expected to eat through the 
polyethylene: film that is the only 
protection against mercury con- 
tamination of the groundwater. 

The effects of mercury poison- 
ing ran the gamut of honors; 
nausea, vomiting, abdominial 
pain, bloody diarrhoea, kidney 
damage, inflammation of mouth 
and gams, loosening of teeth, as 
well as loss of bearing, sight, 
smell and taste, and muscle 
spasms, personality changes, de- 
pression, nervousness, insanity 
and death. Deaths of fish and 
livestock and health problems 
among Almad6n workers have 
already been reported. 

What lies ahead may be pre- 
saged by the experience of Thor 
Chemicals' mercury waste recycl- 
ing plant in Cato Ridge, South 
Africa, where two Thor workers 
reportedly “went mad” from 
mercury vapour poisoning after 
handling industrial wastes ex- 
ported by American Cyan amid. 
A 1989 sample of muddy water 
from a river nearby the Thor 
{riant revealed some of the high- 
est levels of mercury pollution 
every recorded. 

“All bell would break loose if 
something like this were found in 
the U.S.,” Michigan State Uni- 
versity mercury expert Frank 
Dlfri told the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch at toe time. “This is 
gross contamination.” 

The EPA talks back 

“Everyone thinks that waste 
export is such a big deal,” says 
EPA international trade staffer 
Wendy Grieder. “There’s this 
great perception that Third 
World countries are being 
dumped on. Til tell yon: we have 
no evidence.” 

Grieder argues that many of 
toe most notorious schemes, such 
as the garbage barge, are unreg- 
ulated cargo and so not repre- 
sentative of any illicit trade. In 
any case, she says, when the 
United States approves legisla- 
tion ratifying the recent Basel 
Convention on international 
waste trade, this type of waste 
will require notification. As for 
reports of lax standards at Third 
World facilities, says Grieder,' 
“We don’t regulate facilities 
overseas; that’s a matter of 
sovereignty.” 

Grieder also dismisses Green- 
peace’s statistics as inflated. “If 
you look at their toxic waste 
inventory, a hell of a lot of those 
— and I happen to know, because 
I get toe notices — a lot of those 
exports are very legitimate. 
Notice has been made, consent 
has been given, and it’s going for 
a beneficial reason. It’s going so 
that we don’t have a throw it in a 
landfill here, and some commodi- 
ty can be extracted from it." 

VaUette is nnfazed by such 
arguments. Implementation of 
the Basel Convention — a com- 
promise measure passed by an 
international conference in 1989 
after the United States torpedoed 
a stronger proposal — wiU indeed 
require the regulation of inciner- 
ator ash. Bnt the regulations 
proposed by the Bush administra- 
tion would, he notes, still exempt 
both sewage sludge and low-level 
radioactive waste, as well as 
many scrap metal exports, for toe 
sake of “recycling.” - 

Two other recently introduced 
bills hold somewhat more prom- 
ise: Rep. Mike Synar, D-Okia., 
and Rep. Howard Wolpe, D- 
Micfa., have proposed requiring 
countries receiving U.S. wastes to 
meet this country’s environmen- 


tal standards; and Rep. Eddphus 
Towns, D-N.Y., with the backing 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, has proposed a total ban 
on toxic waste exports). 

As far as “beneficial reasons” 
are concerned, VaUette responds, 
“80 per cent of the wastes are 
going to Canada; It’s going to 
landfilk or incinerators, so it’s 
not avoiding disposal. For toe 
rest, a lot of h is going smelters, 
bnt when you look at the track 
record of smelters, particularly in 
Brazil or Taiwan, there’s a horri- 
ble legacy for workers and the 
people wbo live around the smel- 
ters. The major lead battery im- 
porter in Brazil is an Italian com- 
pany called Tonali, and workers 
there have lead levels in their 
blood exceeding hazardous 
Unfits. In feet, the workers went 
on strike earlier this year because 
of the contamination of their 
Mood. 

“So if that’s beneficial use...” 
VaUette pauses. “It's tough to 
extract lead from people’s blood 
for beneficial use.” 

In nearly every country where 
Greenpeace has uncovered waste 
trade schemes, environmental 
groups — such as Oikos in Brazil 
and Karthlife Africa in South 
Africa — have sprung up to 
pressure their governments to 
have the wastes returned to their 
producers in Western countries. 
In some instances, local trade 
unions, such as the Congress of 
South African Trade Unions, 
have joined in opposing waste 
trade schemes as a threat to 
worker safety. 

As a result, some headway has 
been made against “further use” 
schemes. American Cyan amid 
has apparently stopped shipping 
mercury wastes to Cato Ridge, 
and both South Africa and Peru 
have abandoned plans to build 
giant wase incinerators to handle 
wastes from the West. 

And in response to the 
watered-down Basel Convention, 
the Organisation for African Uni- 
ty passed its own Bamako Con- 
vention, which bans not only all 
waste imports, but ocean dump- 
ing and the import of products 
banned for use in the country of 
manufacture. VaUette calls tins 
far-reaching measure “pretty 
amazing.” Bnt if some -of the 
world is now off-limits to toxic 
exports, the waste trade con- 
tinues unabated to much of Latin 
America and Eastern Europe, 
which now redeve toe lion’s 
share of waste shipments. 

As long as toxic waste is tre- 
ated as a commodity of the world 
market, the Greenpeace activists 
stress, it will ^continue to be 
dumped one those with the 
least political and economic pow- 
er. -Through public protest and 
exposure of waste trade schemes, 
they hope to close toe “safety 
valve” that the non-industrialised 
world has provided for U.S. and 
European wastes. 

Only then, says VaUette, will 
the search for solutions move 
“upstream” from bow to dispose 
of the wastes to how to keep them 
from being produced in toe first 
place. “Yon don’t need mercury- 
based fungicide to keep mildew 
out of your paint,” he says. 
“There’s no reason for these cor- 
porations to use mercury or lead 
or any of these baric toxic ele- 
ments that have helped lower the 
IQ of people around the world 
and cased enormous hardships.”, 

Reprinted from Jibe Guardian a 
New York-based radical news- 
weekly. 


Bush threatens to go public 


{Continued from page 1) 

Minister Ariel Sharon was de- 
dicating a new neighbourhood 
and Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens a new health dime, both in 
West Bank Jewish settlements. 

Mr. Bush indicated toe United 
States would not condition furth- 
er aid to absorb Soviet immig- 
rants in Israel to a cessation of 
settlement building. But be urged 
Israelis to “do what you can to 
see that toe policy of settlement 
after settlement is not continued. 
It is counterproductive.” 

The Haaretz newspaper said 
the housing ministry bad plans to 
move a total of another 500,000 
Israelis to toe occupied territor- 
ies. 

It said "toe housing was being 


planned by a new unofficial body 
established by Mr. Sharon, called 
toe “coundl for planning and 
construction” in the West Bank. 

Mr. Sharon's spokesman Shaya 
Segal was quoted as saying "we 
are planning construction and ex- 
pansion everywhere there are 
Jewish settlements.” 

Mr. Bush reiterated on Mon- 
day a standing U.S. policy which 
holds that settlement building in 
these areas are “counterproduc- 
tive to" Middle East efforts. 

Mr. Bush was quoted recently 
as telling an American-Jewish de- 
legation that as a result of the 
settlements dispute, he could not 
support giving Israel new loan 
guarantees worth $10 billion to 
house a flood of new Soviet emig- 
rants. 


Bilbeisi plans to sue Time 


(Continued from page I) 
photograph published by Time. 

The photograph showed Mr. 
Bilbeisi at a nightclub chatting 
with a European woman and a 
belly-dancer in the background. 

“First of all. Tune says the 
photograph was taken in 1979, 
while it was actually taken in 
1971 ” said Mr. Bilbeisi. “The 
woman in the photo was my 
secretary, who left my employ- 
ment in 1971. The only reason I 
can think of why Time said it 
was in 1979 is that it wanted to 
discredit me in front of my own 
family. I got married in 1977." 

“In fact, I have every reason 
to believe that this photograph 
was stolen from my office in 
London by a lawyer associated 
with Lloyds,” added Mr. BQ- 
beiri, who lives in Amman. 

Speaking to the Jordan 
Times at his mansion in 
Abdoun, Mr. Bilbeisi said be 
was “totally distressed” after 
seeing toe Time article. 

Countering the allegation 
that he was acting as a “respect- 
able front," for BCCI, Mr. Bil- 
beisi said neither he nor any of 
his immediate family was a 
member of the board of direc- 
tors of the bank. “Nor have I 
received any kickbacks or du- 
bious facilities from the bank,” 
he said. 

On the contrary, he said, “1 
have filed at least two cases 
against BCCI — of civil theft 
and vanishing transfers — and I 
am still pursuing one of them.” 

“However, it is not for me to 
judge BCCI,” Mr. Bilbeisi said. 
“My connections with the bank 
are strictly limited to my 
account.” 

According to Mr. Bilbeisi, 
60, "the only truth in the Time 
story is that the American In- 
ternal Revenue Service (IRS) 
has filed a case against me.” 

But, be added, “actually 
there is no case. I have not 
evaded any American income 
tax as alleged. To report that 
IRS is investigating me and to 
give unfounded allegations ab- 
out me mid my business dearly 
point to a dedicated campaign 
to discredit me and undermine 
my daixns with Llyods of Lon- 
don.” 

The IRS investigation steins 
from charges that Coffee Inc. , a 
Miami, Florida-based firm 
owned by Mr. Bilbeisi, had 
violated American coffee quota 
restrictions. 

. Mr. Bilbeisi, who entered toe 
international coffee market as a 
spot buyer in 1983, totally re- 
jected such charges. “I have 
authenticated documents with 
dates and other details to prove 
that toe particular consignment 
in question was shipped three 


months after toe American au- 
thorities lifted quota restric- 
tions in February 1986,” he 
said. 

Also, “how can I offer bribes 
worth $4.5 million (as said in 
Tune) while the cost of toe 
entire consignment was around 
S3 million?'' be asked. 

The documents include a 
Guatemalan court ruling which 
found Mr. Bilbeisi was an un- 
witting victim of a coffee smug- 
gling racket and acquitted him. 

In any event, Mr. Bilbeisi 
said, the case is between the 
IRS and himself. “Even before 
the court hears the case and 
reaches a decision, it seems. 
Time has tried and convicted 
me,” he said. 

“I met with IRS people in 
London and they asked me to 
turn a state witness against 
BCCI." I knew very little of 
the bank itself: How could F 
testify to something I don't 
know?” 

Mr. Bilbeisi categorically 
challenged toe Time assertion 
that he was an arms dealer. 

“I have acted as a commis- 
sion agent in a deal involving 
toe sale of diesel engines for 
tanks ” be said. “Is this an 
arms deal?” 

Another deal he was in- 
volved in and referred to by 
Time is toe sale of three heli- 
copters to Guatemala. Mr. Bil- 
beisi rejected a charge that the 
aircraft was military and that 
their prices were “inflated.'* 

"One of the helicopters was 
an ambulance and the other 
two were passenger aircraft for 
VIPs,” Mr. Bilbeisi said. 
“There are documents to prove 
that the consignment was inter- 
cepted by Dutch authorities on 
a dubious "tip-off that the three 
were military and it was found 
that none of them had any 
military nature whatsoever." 

Mr. Bilbeisi also dismissed as 
“groundless" an assertion that 
the Guatemalan government 
was seeking his extradition 
from Jordan in an investigation 
related to the helicopter deal. 

Mr. Bilbeisi contacted Time 
were immediately after seeing 
toe June 24 story and refuted 
toe contents. In turn. Time first 
offered to send one of the 
writers of the article to inter- 
view him, but later said it was 
unable to do so since toe writer 
was otherwise recalled home 
from Abu Dhabi. 

Mr. Bilbeisi said his contacts 
• with Tune were continuing, but 
gave no indication that he could 
be dissuaded from going to court. 

“I refuse to be subjected to this 
kind of attack and I will ensure 
that justice is carried out,” he 
said. 


(Continued from page 1) 
dead included 15 Palestinians and 
three Lebanese soldiers. Forty 
Palestinians, mostly civilians, and 
17 soldiers were among the 
wounded. 

Zeia Wehbeh. Mr. Arafat’s 
representative in Lebanon, ear- 
lier called for a ceasefire and talks 
with the government. 

“(It) is a massacre against the 
Palestinian people ... we demand 
a ceasefire first and then dialogue 
to discuss all details. Otherwise 
we will defend ourselves.” he told 
Reuters. 

“If the military pressure con- 
tinues, every Palestinian woman 
and child will defend themselves 
and the camps," Mr. Wehbeh 
added. 

At the height of the fighting 
shells crashed down at a rate of 
up to 2G a minute. Intermittent 
shelling and machinegun fire 
could be beard from Sidon after 
Mr. Murr said the army had won. 

Civilians in Sidon and the re- 
fugee camps of Mieh Mieh and 
‘Ain Al Hilweh. which house 
about 65,000 refugees, huddled in 
shelters during the battles. Hun- 
dreds risked their lives to flee the 
area in terror. 

Troops bombarded Mieh Mieh 
and came under fire from PLO 
positions nearby. Witnesses said 
a few shells hit Mieh Mieh. 

Tne PLO asked friendly groups 
in Sidon to intercede on its be- 
half. PLO headquarters in Tunis 
sent a message to the Arab 
League in Cairo asking it to 
intervene to stop the fighting. 


Algerian 

(Continued from page 1) 

The legislative balloting was 
postponed until later this year, 
■and the government has pledged 
an early presidential election, 
which ordinarily would be held in 
.1993. 

The FIS took control of a 
majority of Algeria's municipal 
councils in local elections last 
year — the country's first-ever 
multiparty elections. Some 
analysts have suggested the front 
was losing confidence in its pros- 
pects for winning the parliamen- 
tary elections and thus chose to 
disrupt the timetable. 

Mr. Madani “is a liar wbo lives 
only by and for lies," Mr. Ghozali 
told Algerian reporters. He also 
said recent violence underscored 
the need for the state of emergen- 
cy, imposed June 5 by President 
Chaiii Esnjedid. 


.inspectors 

(Continued from page 1) 
the equipment which experts say 
could be used to produce 
weapocs-grade enriched ura- 
nium. 

It sent Mr. Blix, Mr. Rolf 
Ekeus, head of the U.N. Special 
Commission set up under the 
terms of toe Gulf war ceasefire to 
scrap Iraq’s weapons 0? mass 
destruction, and U.N. Under- 
secretary General Yasushi 
Akashi to Baghdad to take the 
message to the Iraqi government. 

It warned that “any recurrence 
of non-compliance would have 
serious consequences.” 

Mr. Ekeus, speaking before 
Mr. Blix and U.N. chief inspector 
David Kay returned from their 
site visit, said the three U.N. 
troubleshooters would leave 
Baghdad early Wednesday. 

He and Mr. Akashi just had 
talks with Prime Minister Saa- 
douu Hammadi. 

But after Mr. Blix returned the 
three prepared for further talks 
with Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Ahmad Hussein Khudayer. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DQOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN It AWAR A SONS 

TBL 60*676 604696 



f 4 Rent S’ Sale , 

|* Many villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-' 
nlshed. 

i* Also many lots of land are] 
available tor sale. 
jFor further details, please 
call 

lAbdona Real 


iTal. 810605, 810609, 
ox: 810520. 



Thefirstftbest 
- CfcfotteSestsursnt 
- in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
' Ahliyyah Girls School 

ituiyiii 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
■ p.m. 
6:30-Midnighl 

TeL'mm 


p KC' v5c£talij? ant 


AUTHENTK 
CHINESE 1 
CUISIN E 

. elegant 

colorful atmosphere 

modenue prices 
shcmfcani_iel -660230 
( om open daBy ) 


Amman’s 
r exclusive gift shop 

kalian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes,lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain,^ 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg 
Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefbr 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30- Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional ^Quality in 
1 Hour Servids 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

stem 30% torpor 

• From mnlarpo- 
moot 20 x 30 on 

Shmeisani • Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh td: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 

AT 


Xr 


00 


£00 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

A;. 


Saudi Real Estate : 
687821/22 




STEAK. HOUSE jjj 




A 




Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 


Open 1230-330 A 8W-I130 daBy, 


Mb mwmy la wbHbMi 

Watil Saqra Road 
w PhBadelpNa Hotel 

I Tel Wiaa, Amman 

Cnee lasted 
1 AJwogsLCttd 




AustraIia 
Insurance Services 


A Unique Australian Experience 
InJordan; 




All Types Of Insurance : 

# MOTOR • MEDICAL 

•HOUSEHOLD *CAR60 

•FIRE •TOWa COUPON 

•PERSONAL ACCtOENT •ENGINEERING 


Jabal Am man = First Circle 
Te!:610948 Fax:612948 
Tlx: 27644 AUSTI JO. . 


i The First Class Hotel ih ' 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 





Amman * Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23688 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




19 aL9 

TheResencyPakxeHbid 


LOfy&Y LOUNGE 



ENTERTAINMENT 



















SPORTS MEWS 


Falan keeps BBF crown 

BANGKOK (AP) — Thailand's Falan Lookmingkwan scored a 
unanimous decision over Abdy Pohan of Indonesia Tuesday night 
and retained his International Boxing Federation (IBF) mini- 
flyweight crown. The judges at Bangkok's Lumpini Stadium 
scored it 116-110, 115-111 and 116-114 for Falan in a generally 
lackluster 12-round bout. After the two felt each other out in the 
first round. Falan knocked Pohan to the canvas late in the second 
with a sweeping left hook, but the Indonesian was not hurt. Five 
uneventful rounds followed, with Falan boxing just well enough 
to gain the edge in each. In the eighth round. Falan landed several 
good shots to the head. Pohan returned the blows, but a solid 
right by Falan snapped his head back. The Indonesian kept 
advancing, but Falan scored with a solid series of punches just 
before the bell. Pohan was flat-footed when he answered the bell 
for round nine. Falan landed several solid punches and again sent 
Pohan to the canvas with several blows to the head. Both fighters 
appeared tired in the final two rounds, each lacking the power to 
stop the other. 

Ferrari to race new car at French GP 

IMOLA. Italy (R) — Struggling Ferrari have decided to take a 
gamble and race their powerful new 634 models in the French 
Grand Prix this weekend. Team technical director Claudio 
Lombardi said the cars would be raced by French pair Alain Prost 
and Jean Alesi at Magny-Cours after successful tests by Alesi. 
"We consulted each other, and we decided to use the new car. We 
were convinced by its bigger potential.” he said. "We’re going to 
the race knowing that we’re running a bit of a risk,” he said. Alesi 
cautioned: "We'must be careful and not run too many risks in the 
trials because we don't have many spare parts.” Reeling from a 
string of failures this season, the Italian team unexpectedly 
dismissed Formula One team chief Ccsare Fiorio in May and 
brought in a new management triumvirate led by Piero Lardi 
Ferrari, son of the late Enzo Ferrari. 

Foirtuna sign Hungarian international 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dutch side Fortuna Sittard have signed 
Hungarian internadonal defender Jozsef Szaima from Tatabanja 
for three years, a Sittard official said Tuesday. 

Dutch ciub appeals UEFA ban 

.AMSTERDAM I AP) — Dutch soccer club BW Den Bosch has 
appealed UEFA's three-season ban against it competing in 
European Cup play. “We think this is an absurd situation, 
contradicting the law.” BW Den Bosch Manager Chris Van De 
Laar said Monday. LJEFA confirmed that the appeal had been 
hied. The Zurich-based Union of European Football Associations 
1UEFA) banned the Dutch national cup finalist because Den 
Bosch went to civil court to obtain a replay of the June 2 cup 
final's second half against Rotterdam club Feyenoord. Under 
LIEFA regulations, clubs must settle soccer- related disputes 
exclusively through their national soccer authorities. The Royal 
Dutch Soccer Association had refused to order a replay. As a 
result of the sanction. Feyenoord was awarded the Dutch berth in 
next season's European Cupwinners Cup. The court replay order, 
invalidating Feyenoord ’s 1-0 win, was issued because Rotterdam 
fans had poured onto the held and disrupted play several times 
during the second half. The replay had been postponed until July 
at the earliest. 




WIMBLEDON (AP) A Wimbledon ballgirl was carried off court 
after twisting her ankle chasing a ball served by tennis star Andre 
Agassi. The fifth-seeded American sent his first serve out at 0-40 
and 2-2 in the second set of his third round match against 
Dutchman Richard Krajicek. Natasha Tunks, 15, fell to the 
ground while fetching the ball. A packed no. 1 court saw Agassi 
go over to her to see if she was alright. Play was held up for two 
minutes while first-aid staff checked her injury then carried her 
off court. Neither player seemed to feel the injury’s effect as 
Agassi continued to dominate the match. He saved the three 
break points — the only ones the Dutchman had in the entire 
match — and went on to win 7-6 (7-5), 6-3, 7-6 (7-2). 

Durand joins felarseilie 

PARIS (R) — International midfielder Jean-Philippe Durand will 
join Marseille from troubled Bordeaux, sources close to the 
French champions said Tuesday. Durand has agreed to play with 
Marseille for the next two seasons, the sources said. Bordeaux, 
France's top club in the 1980s. have been put into receivership 
and relegated to the second division. 

Yugesiavs block Prosinecki move 

MADRID i R) — The Yugoslav Football Federation has blocked 
the transfer of Red Star Belgrade midfielder Robert Prosinecki to 
Real Madrid. A telex message to the Spanish Football Federation 
said Prosinecki. 22, could not move to Madrid, even though his 
contract with Red Star had expired, because Yugoslav regulations 
barred footballers from playing abroad until they were 25. 
Prosinecki last week signed a contract for five seasons with Real 
in a deal personally engineered by Madrid President Ramon 
Mendoza. In reaction to the Yugoslav move, Mendoza would say 
only that internal problems in Yugoslavia were making it difficult 
to contact the relevant officials. Real Madrid are expected to ask 
Spanish football authorities to take the matter up on their behalf 
with FIFA. 


Edberg crushes McEnroe 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT SUIT 

Rf'h vufn-.Tjlil-.-. <.'uih deal.-. bid three diam 

NORTH wh»*e hand i.« | 
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l.lperum: lf.nl; 

Pass 
Kim* ui' 
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au*>d in o-'i -|.jd«r 5 .m this 

hand. All went d-wn mie I nek. f. ir ,i 
po-ir >r>3re. Nut a ,in^le pair reached 

thtr Jjydnwn i. MnT nii.-t dia- 

rci"tids! is there a It ijnc.il wav in ;oi 
th<. re"" 

’i es._ The first three hid= in ih** 
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bid three diamunds next. South. 
whi'*e hand i.- limned hv the iwo- 
?p.'dv raise and who could hardly 
h*>ld tm ire. can now afford m make a 
out- -hid nf fiiur dubs. 

North i-hould be eager to probe 
tor .1 possible slam, and can do su 
below the level of e-mu- with a four- 
heart cut-hid. South, with nothing 
further to add. can only Mgn off u-ith 
four >padi--. hut now North ran 
sires*, the quality uf the diamond 
rai-e by hidding five diamonds. 
With three aces and a known jj'n'd 
li« in lw.i suit**. South should accept 
i he slant in'. nation by hidding six 
diamond-., offering North a choice 
•<f strains. Rather than correct to 
ih*- higher- scoring contract, nor- 
mally desirable in a pairs contest. 
North should opt in play in the 4-4 
ill and pass You'll see why in a 
moment. 

Why doe* the major-suit slam fail 
while the minor-suit slam comes 
home? Playing in spades. North- 
>••111 h ■ nnnnt avoid losing one heart 
inch and one club— since the dia- 
mond suit is evenly divided between 
the two hands, declarer cannot ob- 
tain a discard. Playing in diamonds, 
declarer needs only a 3-2 (rump 
spin. Auer drawing trumps, declar- 
er discard 1 : a heart on dummy's fifth 
spade and loses only one ciuh (rick. 
North kot'.v ;;,uv might be the case, 
thus, the decision to piny in six 
diamonds. 


LONDON (R) — Defending 
champion Stefan Edberg left 
John McEnroe's illustrious 
Wimbledon reputation lying in 
tatters on centre court as he 
steamed into the men's singles 
quarterfinals in straight sets Tues- 
day. 

The Swede won 7-6 6-1 6-4 in 
two one-sided hours, maintaining his 
unblemished record at this year's 
championships. He has yet to 
drop a set in his four matches so 
far. 

For McEnroe, three times 
, champion in the early 1980s, it 
has a chastening experience. He 
battled gamely against the odds in 
the first set but, apart from a 
three-game burst early in the 
third, was merely a shadow of his 
former self. 

French Open champion Jim 
Courier also eased through to the 
last eight, beating 14th seed Karel 
Novacek of Czechoslovakia 6-3 
6-4 6-2. 

Edberg's tussle with McEnroe 
had appeared in advance to be a 
contest between the Swede's 
dripping-tap approach and what- 
ever torrents of inspiration the 
32- year-old American could still 
produce. 

Yet in the first set on a 


U.S., 

Trinidad win 

Concacaf 

matches 

PASADENA (AP) — Bruce 
Murray's goal from 20 yards out 
on the right side gave the United 
States a 1-0 lead 11 minutes into 
the match and the Americans 
went on to a 3-0 victory over 
Guatemala Monday night in the 
Concacaf Gold Cup Soccer 
Tournament. 

The victory assures the LInited , 
States. 2-0 in the tournament, a 
berth in the semifinals Friday. 1 

The U.S. defence dominated 
the game on both ends, with 
Tony Meoia recording the shut- 
out. 

Brian Quinn gave the U.S. a 
2-0 lead when he scored a minute 
into the second half. Quinn took 
a pass from Chris Henderson on 
the right side and beat Guatemala 
goalie Jorge Umberto Marotta on 
the upper left side. 

Eric Wynalda made it 3-0 six 
minutes after Quinn's goal. Hen- 
derson started the scoring play 
when he centred the ball into the 
Guatemala penalty box. Murray 
headed the ball toward Wynalda, 
who kicked it into the centre of 
the nets. 

U.S. defenseman Marcelo Bal- 
boa was ejected from the game 40 
minutes into the second half 
when he received his second yel- 
low card. 

In Monday’s other game at the 
Rose Bowl, Trinidad and Tobago 
upset Costa Rica 2-1 . Both teams 
are now 1-1 in the tournament. 
Trinidad’s Leonson Lewis, scor- 
er of his team's equaliser late in 
the first half, set up the winning 
goal when he lobbed Costa Rican 
keeper Luis Cone jo from 45 
yards. 


pleasant, sunny morning, neither 
player approached his usual stan- 
dards and the expectant crowd 
found themselves watching a 
match of surprising restraint. 

McEnroe was behind in every 
one of the first 12 games but bung 
on grimly to force a tie-break 
which always seemed likely to 
prove significant. 

The world number one quickly 
went 5-1 up, helped by a McEn- 
roe double fault, and kept cool to 
win it 7-4 after McEnroe had 
briefly recovered to 5-4. 

Edberg's serve was proving im- 
pregnable and McEnroe was able 
to win only three points against it 
in a 22-minute second set as 
Edberg powered to a two-sets 
lead. 

No-one on centre court, where 
Edberg had beaten the American 
in straight sets in their last meet- 
ing on grass in the 1989 semifin- 
als, could envisage any escape for 
the ex-champion who, typically, 
had other ideas. 

Watched by wife Tatum, sitting 
alongside rock star Eric Clapton, 
he suddenly revealed flashes of 
his old genius to break Edberg 
and lead 3-0. 

But Edberg was not to be 
swayed from his objective and 


won six of the next seven games 
to wrap up his most satisfying 
victory of the tournament. 

Graf reaches semifinals 

Women's top seed Steffi Graf 
safely reached the semifinals for 
the fifth successive year, beating 
last year’s losing finalist Zina 
Garrison 6-1 6-3. 

The German dropped only 
three points in the first three 
games on her way to taking the 
first set against the American 
seventh seed in 25 minutes. 

The second provided equally 
few alarms as Graf made com- 
fortable amends for her shock 
semifinal defeat by Garrison 12 
months ago. 

Grafs opponent in the last four 
will be American fifth seed Mary 
Joe Fernandez who had a surpri- 
singly comfortable 6-2 7-5 win 
over fourth-seeded Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. 

Men's number one Edberg 
meanwhile admitted he felt in 
good shape to clinch a third 
Wimbledon title in four years. 

“I played some very solid ten- 
nis. Playing John is always hard 
so I'm very happy to have won in 
three sets.” he said. 



Steffen Edberg 

“In the last couple of months 
I've been playing as well as I did 
in 1990, which was by far my best 
year. I don't fear anyone. I know 
that on a good day I can beat 
anyone on grass." 

German sixth seed Michael 
Stich narrowly escaped an un- 
scheduled disaster against Alex- 
ander Volkov of the Soviet Union 
before winning 4-6 6-3 7-5 1-6 7-5. 

Volkor led 5-3 in the final set 
and was two points from the 
match at 5-4, 30-30 when a lucky 
net-cord from Stich turned the 
course of the match. 


Dennis Mitchell takes 100-metre 
win away from Lewis and Johnson 


VILLENEUVE D’ASCQ, 
France (AP) — The night was 
supposed to belong to Carl Lewis 
and Ben Johnson. But Dennis 
Mitchell had other ideas. 

Mitchei ran away with the 100 
metres at the BN? Grand Prix 
meet Monday night, leaving 
Lewis in second place and John- 
son in seventh. 

So much for the much- 
acclaimed rematch between 
Lewis and Johnson, their first 
head-to-head confrontation since 
the 1988 Olympics in Seoul. 

Lewis finished nearly three 
metres ahead of Johnson in 10.20 
seconds. Johnson was docked in 
10.46. 

But neither was any match for 
Mitchell, who led from nearly 
start to finish and crossed the 
tape in 10.09. Third place in the 
eight-man field went to Olapade 
Adcniken of Nigeria in 10.22. 

Mitchell has been one of the 
world’s top sprinters for several 
years but always seems to lan- 
guish in the shadow of others. 

Mitchell finished fourth m the 


100 at the 1988 games, and placed 
third behind Leroy Burrell and 
Lewis at the U.S. Championships 
last month. But he also had a win 
over Lewis on May 30 in Spain. 

“Every track meet I've been 
to. it’s been Carl and Ben and 
Leroy (Burrell),'' Mitchell said. 
"That's the way it is and it doesn't 
bother me. I just show up and do 
my thing. It’s the story of my life. 
I’m an unsung hero.” 

In fact, it was Lewis and John- 
son whom most of the 30,000 fans 
and hundreds of journalists had 
come to see in this town outside 
Lille near the Belgian border. 

The last time they faced each 
other, Johnson beat Lewis in the 
100 final in Seoul, only to lose the 
gold medal and world record 
after testing positive for steroids. 

Johnson, running in his fifth 
100 metres since returning to 
action after a two-year suspen- 
sion, stayed even with Lewis for 
the first 50 metres but then faded. 

“That’s his race, to run the best 
50 he can," Lewis said. "But 
we’re running the 100." 


Johnson said, "at 45 to 50 
metres I tried to change gears but 
I didn’t have enough energy.” 

In his four previous 100 metre 
races this year, the Canadian 
clocked 10.54, 10.69, 10.41 and 
10.40 — a far cry from his 9.79 in 
Seoul. 

Johnson had agreed before the 
meet to give back 25 per cent of 
his pay check if he failed to break 
10.17. Both runners were re- 
portedly offered $250,000 for the 
race. 

Lewis, who was running on his 
30th birthday, blamed the weath- 
er conditions for his own modest 
performance. 

“I just felt very tight,” he said. 
“I didn’t feel really loose. I 
started well, but i just wasn't able 
to accelerate. It was very cold and 
the rain definitely didn'r help us.” 

The race did not put an end to 
the hatred between Johnson and 
Lewis. 

Even though they were only 
inches apart in adjoining lanes, 
they refused to look at each in the 
warmup. 


France tries to catch up with 
Italy at Mediterranean Games 


ATHENS (AP) — French swim- 
mers went on a winning streak at 
the 11th Mediterranean Games 
Monday, taking home four golds 
and bringing their team’s medal 
tally to 32. just three short of 
front-runner Italy. 

The French 4x100 freestyle 
team made a new Mediterranean 
games record, swimming the dis- 
tance in 3 minutes. 25 seconds 
and 62 tenths of a second. The 
previous record of 3:25.92 was set 
four years ago in Latakia, Syria, 
by a French team. 

The Italian team managed to 


increase their gold medal count to 
15, mostly by winning in men's 
all-around gymnastics, pistol 
shooting, judo and in cycling. 

After three days of competi- 
tion, Italy also has eight silver 
and 12 bronze medals. 

France has 14 gold, 15 silver 
and three bronze medals. 

Yugoslavia, suffering a heavy 
loss after more than 20 key Slove- 
nian athletes decided to pull out. 
managed a gold medal in the 
women's 10-metre air rifle shoot 
and a silver in judo. Its cycling 
team did not take part in the 


100-kilometre time trial as two of 
its four athletes were Slovenian. 

In swimming. Spain's Elisenda 
Perez managed to set a new 
Mediterranean record in the 400- 
metre medley with a time of 
4:52.59. The previous record was 
4:54.72. 

The Turks also increased their 
gold medals to six. thanks to 
world weightlifting champion 
Naim Suleymanoglou who gar- 
nered three in the 60-kiiogramme 
class. Their other three golds 
were also won by a weightlifter 
Sunday. 


Andy Capp 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JULY 3, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Fighter Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Join good friends in having happy 
moments with them during any 
spare time and also uy to make 
some new acquaintance with those 
who can be helpful. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Much activity in whatever has to 
do with career, or civic projects is 
important now if you are to gain 
the advancement you want in any 
vocation. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
can shirty all new available sources 
of information in lines of express- 
ion that are important to you such 
as your newspaper, books for Tacts. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Be sure you do seek ways 
to get rid of those pressing, regular 
obligations with more efficiency 
and show yon are on the ball where 
it counts. 

LEO; (July 22 to August 21) Much 
conversation with partners and 
associates is important now if you 
are to make a big success of that 
joint undertaking you are involved 
with. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think out a better means by 
which to gain the good will of one 
who is a loyal fellow associate but 
who is inclined to complain and 
feel alone. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Your need for some highly 
fa i/o ura We set of drcomstances 
under which to offer is ok but you 
have best results from today by 
having some needed recreations. 


SCORPIO; (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Much that is basic and that 
requires considerable time is your 
best way to use this rather casual 
day which can also bring you some 
problems. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Make appointments 
with healing or dental work as wefl 
as get shopping and errands done 
and correspond and communicate 
with all others. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You like to bold on to 
the proven but now is your time to 
search for some answers in modern 
and up to date sources of supply 
and to so improve your property. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You can do all of those 
personal little chores that are 
oftentimes put aside for more 
pressing duties and can get your 
charm more attractive. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Behind the scenes activities of 
all kinds are good and are produc- 
tive of all good results now so get 
off alone for awhile and make 
some private new plans. 

Today's child: If your child were 
bom today she or he will have 
many possibilities concerning the 
way 'that they will want to spend 
their life and operate. Various 
persons far from their place of 
birth will take a definite interest in 
this progeny who will also have 
many opportunities to travel and 
enjoy a wide variety of experiences 
that they may want to write about 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“I’m mailing one of my fingernail 
clippings to Tahiti. Part of 
me in paradise is better 
than nothing!" 





Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* by "Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 41 ; 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbtw. YOUNG WHISK GAINED FATHOM 
Answer A fussy person is easy enough to please, ff you 
always do this— THINGS HIS WAY 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
t Fitmng need 
5 Acvertisnyj ol a 

Kind 
10 Gem 
TJ Gommedia 
■ Hali- 
ts “uis on froigh; 

16 Steak order 

17 Make haste 
16 Faulty 

19 Haul 

SO Lincoln cabinet 
"WmOer 

23 Legal point 

24 Possess 
27 Snare me 

marquee 
31 One ot 3 
diamond 

35 Storage area 

36 Gambling game 

37 Noun endings 

38 Lincoln rival 

42 Sea rover 

43 Sowt nver 

44 Siberian loros: 

45 Honeys 

48 Animated great 

49 Top-notch 

50 Govt gs. 

51 Lincoln cac*ne; 
member 

59 Growl 

62 Furious 

63 Hawkeye S’aie 

64 Unwanted motor 
sound 

65 Pack rat 

66 Versifier 

67 Do in 

68 Jury members 

69 'The Sun — 
Rises 

DOWN 

1 Diamond clubs 

2 Geometric 
measure 

3 Type type. Mbr. 

4 Semester 

5 Machine tool 

6 Sloping ways 

7 Of poems 
9 Netting 

9 Mountain m 
Thessaly 



*1Wi Tnaup* Mmi ior 
»» "ntriK 

10 Tnoulaton 

1 1 Duffer's dream 

12 Sky Altar 

13 Something to 
shake 

Zt Plant hke 
spinach 

22 Haggard novel 

25 Perlman's 
instrument 

26 Incense 

27 Acting groups 

28 Can. city 

29 Music system 

30 Tout's mfq 

31 Very ume 

32 Forever — day 

33 — Canals 

34 Lamb's product 
36 Patella's place 

39 Yale student 

40 City or the 
Mohawk 

41 Petrol 

46 Power 

47 Spread hay 
46 Dissuades 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnRS 00131-1 

ranRslrlHH nmnOHH 
anraannci nnnn 

Qnrsnnnn onne? 

MrjBH nnnrnro nninn 


59 Sanaa, 

iilT sssfci 
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LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth, the world’s richest 
woman, is facing the prospect of 
being asked to pay tax on her 
substantial private wealth. 

A bill calling for her to pay tax 

— to be introduced in Britain's 
parliament Wednesday by Mr. 
Simon Hughes, a member of the 
minority liberal Democrat Party 

— has little chance of becoming 
law. 

But the issue of whether the 
queen should pay the taxman like 
die majority of her subjects has 
brought the question of the royal 
fortune sharply into the public 
eye. 

Even fervent royalists concede 
there is a case for taxing the 
queen's private wealth, variously 
estimated at between £1.2 and 
£6.7 billion ($1.9 and $10.7 bil- 
lion). 

Columnist Sir John Junor, 
knighted by the queen after his 
kmg editorship of the fiercely 
pro-monarchist Sunday Express, 
wrote a piece in the equally royal- 
ist Mail on Sunday newspaper 
headlined "Pay up, ma’am.” 

"The queen is for too intelli- 
gent to be unaware of the increas- 
ing public disquiet over the fact 
that on her private fortune she 
pays no income tax,” said Mr. Junor. 

According to the Sunday 
Times, advisers have wanned the 
queen that she might have to sell 
Balmoral, the royal family home 
in Scotland, if she has to pay tax. 

A Buckingham Palace spokes- 
man said he was unaware of any 
such warning having been issued 
in public. 

Had it been made in private? 
“It might. But we are in the 
realms of speculation." he said. 

Queen Elizabeth has a 
breathtaking fortune including 
tens of thousands of acres (hec- 
tares) of land and a massive 
portfolio of shares. 

She has several hundred 
Leonardo da Vinci drawings, 
dozens of Dutch and Italian 
paintings, antiques which require 
a 75- volume catalogue, a 330- 
volume stamp collection and 



Queen Elizabeth 

jewels that include more than 20 
tiaras. 

Under an agreement last July, 
the queen receives an inflation- 
proof income from (he state until 
the year 2000. For 1991 the pay- 
ment is £7.9 million ($12.6 mil- 
lion). 

The money is to cover the cost 
of her official duties and most 
goes in paying wages of countries 
and royal servants. 

It does not cover the upkeep of 
royal palaces or the royal yacht 
Britannia, the queen's flight of 
aircraft or the royal train. 

It is generally assumed that the 
British royal family has never 
paid taxes, but author Philip Hall 
says in a book to be published 
later this year that King George 
VI secured tax immunity from the 
government only as recently as 
the 1930s. 

Opinion polls have shown that 
as many as eight out of 10 people 
believe the queen should pay tax 
on her private income. 

But there is a staunch rump of 
royalists who believe the sugges- 
tion is little short of lese majeste. 

As novelist Terence Blacker 
put it: “The queen doesn't pay 
tax for the same reason as she 
doesn't fill in the census form, 
vote in elections or take her 
driving test. She's above such 
things.” 


Study expects zero growth 
in world economy this year 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
Recession in the Soviet Union 
and East Europe was the biggest 
factor in the stagnation in the 
world's economy this year, 
according to a U.N. report re- 
leased Tuesday. 

The U.N. world economic sur- 
vey predicts only a modest recov- 
ery in 1992, with worldwide eco- 
nomic growth of about two per 
cent. 

“The world’s economy is not 
likely to grow at all in 1991" 
largely due to the plunge in the 
former East Bloc countries, 
whose economies declined six per 
cent in 1990 and are projected to 
drop 10 per cent this year, the 
survey said. 

The authors of the survey 
urged the major industrial demo- 


cracies to increase their output 
growth, currently held to two or 
three per cent, to resume “their 
historic role as an engine of world 
economic growth." 

Without more output and 
spending by the United States 
and other major industrial na- 
tions, “the more dynamic inter- 
national economic enviomment 
needed for a shorter adjustment 
in the developing countries and a 
less costly transition in eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union will 
not materialise,” it said. 

Although the Gulf crisis sap- 
ped the economies of Iraq. 
Kuwait, Jordan and a few other 
countries, it had little overall 
effect on the world’s fortunes, 
according to the survey by the 
U.N. Department of Economic 


and Social Affairs. 

Crude oil production rose in 
1990 to 60.3 million barrels per 
day, the highest since 1979. The 

survey predicts that increased de- 
mand may result in the oil market 
tightening in the future. 

Growth in the developing 
world slowed for the third year in 
a row to three per cent, and 
actually sank into minus territory 
in Latin .America. 

The sub-Saharan Africa, the 
population growth rate outstrip- 
ped the economic growth rate, 
except in Nigeria. For Africa as a 
whole, a 1990 growth rate of 3.4 
per cent barely kept ahead of the 
birth rate. 

South Korea and Malaysia, 
with growth rates of about 10 per 
cent in 1990, led south and east 


Asia to a regional expansion of 
over six per cent collectively. 

Except for oil. commodity 
prices fell to their lowest levels 
since the depression of the 1930s, 
measured in terms of their ability 
to purchase manufactured ex- 
ports of the industrial countries. 

Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union saw the worst economic 
plunge since World War II, with 
the Soviet Union experiencing a 
four per cent fall in output, with 
the rate accelerating by the end of 
the year. 

The eastern European nations 
as a whole shrank by 11 per cent. 
Poland, Bulgaria and the former 
East Germany suffered reces- 
sions on the order of 13 per cent, 
Romania, almost 11 per cent and 
Hungary, over five per cent. 


Nuevo Sol 
replaces 
inti in Peru 

LIMA (AP) — Peruvians woke 
up to a new currency for the 
second time in six years Monday, 
as a government decree changed 
the inflation-ridden “inti" to the 
“nuevo sol." But the actual bank- 
notes and coins won’t start circu- 
lating until at least October, 
when (he government estimates it 
will be able to cover the cost of 
launching the new currency. The 
nuevo sol, which currently fetch- 
es $1.20, is equivalent to a million 
intis. Prior to the changeover, the 
dollar bought 840.000 intis on the 
street exchange market News- 
papers and television and radio 
stations have waged a campaign 
to explain the conversion to Peru- 
vians. The move will simplify 
accounting by lopping off six 
zeros from the inti. The move to 
change the currency, the seventh 
in Peru’s 170-year history, was 
also designed to counter the 
effects of inflation. The inti was 
introduced in 1985 at the end of 
former president Fernando Be- 
launde’s tenure. 


Saudi Rajhi banking 
corp doubles capital 


MANAMA, Bahrain (R) — A1 
Rajhi Banking and Investment 
Corp of Saudi Arabia said Tues- 
day it had doubled its paid-in 
capita] to 1.5 billion riyals ($400 
million) by issuing new shares 
free of charge to shareholders. 

The Riyadh-based commercial 
bank said it had granted 7.5 
million shares at the face value of 
100 riyals ($27) to Saudi sharehol- 
ders, paid for out of accumulated 
company profits of more than two 
billion riyals (S533 million). 

Rajhi, once the kingdom’s big- 
gest money changer, converted in 
1988 into a commercial bank fol- 
lowing Islamic banking practices, 
which ban the payment and re- 
ceipt of interest. 

Share department manager. 
Sheikh Abdul Rahman Moham- 
mad A1 Dousari. told Reuters by 
telephone from Riyadh the Arm, 
a joint stock company, had a 
huge cash liquidny and wanted to 
grow the business with it. 

“Because of huge accumulated 
profits for the past three years 
and the company’s desire to boost 


its operations, it has decided to 
double its capital by granting new 
shares to current shareholders," 
Sheikh Dousari said. 

The company made an initial 
public offering of 7.5 million 
shares worth 750 million riyals 
($200 million) when it became a 
commercial bank in 1988. 

Sheikh Dousari said the com- 
pany’s total accumulated profits 
since then had exceeded two bil- 
lion riyals ($533 million), provid- 
ing a strong base for further 
expansion. 

The firm said in a statement it 
had posted net profits of 1.087 
billion riyals ($290 million) in 
calendar 1990. up from 1.027 
billion riyals ($274 million) the 
year before. 

Total assets rose to 18.5 billion 
riyals ($5 billion) in 1990 from 
16.8 billion riyals ($4.7 billion) 
the previous year. 

It said it would distribute 150 
million riyals ($40 million) in cash 
dividends to shareholders in 
1990, unchanged from a year ago. 


American states struggle with budgets 


MAINE (AP) — Maine’s failure 
to enact a spending plan forced a 
shutdown of non-essential state 
services Monday, and a similar 
closure loomed in Connecticut. 

At least seven other states also 
entered a new fiscal year Monday 
without a spending plan in place: 
California, Pennsylvania. Ohio, 
North Carolina, Illinois. 
Louisiana and Massachusetts. 

And in one state that had 
adopted a timely budget, Iowa, 
Governor Terry Branstad Mon- 
day ordered an additional $104 
million in across-the-board cuts. 

New Jersey adopted a budget 
just before the midnight dead- 
line, as did Washington state. 
New York City readied agree- 
ment on a spending plan in time 
to avert a takeover by a financial 
board created during title fiscal 


crisis of the 1970s. 

Legislators were forced by the 
recession to make tough choices 
including tax increases, 
thousands of layoffs and painful 
spending cuts — to close budget 
gaps ranging from $467 million in 
Pennsylvania to $14.3 billion in 
California. 

New York Mayor David Dink- 
ins said the budget agreement 
reached in his dty “reflects a lot 
more pain and a lot less gain than 
any of us would like.” 

“It reflects our city’s enormous 
fiscal constraints and the linger- 
ing recession that continues to 
hold our dty — and our nation — 
hostage," be said. 

In Maine, Governor John 
McKeman declared an emergen- 
cy, ordering 2,000 employees to 
report to work at jobs involving 


health and safety. More than 
10,000 others were told to stay 
home while the legislature wrang- 
led over a budget. 

“We hope this impase is going 
to be resolved as quickly as possi- 
ble and we want to get back to the 
normal operation of govern- 
ment," Mr. McKeman said. 

About 200 idled state em- 
ployees and their supporters 
showed up at the state house 
Monday morning to demand their 
pay, rallying outside Mr. McKer- 
nan’s outer office door. 


Mr. Kenneth Waio. director of 
the State Employee Relations 
Bureau, said Monday that checks 
with officials overseeing prison 
and mental health facilities found 
full complements of workers and 
no problems. 

Connecticut Governor Lowell 
Weicker vetoed a budget passed 
by the legislature but delayed a 
similar shutdown by 24 hours. 
The legislature was given until 
midnight Monday to approve an 
acceptable budget. 

Mr. Weicker has warned that 
he will furlough about 7,000 em- 


ployees if lawmakers don’t 
approve a spending plan he likes. 

There were no other immedi- 
ate threats of large-scale govern- 
ment shutdowns in states that 
foiled to adopt budgets. 


Iran denies 
plans for 
monetary 
reforms 

NICOSIA . Cyprus (AP) — Ira- 
nian Vice President Hassan Habi- 
bi Tuesday dismissed the central 
bank chiefs predictions that radical 
monetary • reforms were immi- 
nent, Tehran radio reported. 

Mr. Habibi said that gold will 
continue to guarantee the value 
of the Iranian riyal and a com- 
plex. multiple exchange rate for 
the currency would remain in 
force. 

The radio report, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted Mr. Habibi as 
saying plans to set a single, float-' 
ing exchange rate would not be 
“applied in the near future." 

Mr. Habibi’s remarks at his 
weekly press briefing shot down 
comments made Thursday by Mr. 
Mohammad Hossein Adeli, head 
of the central bank. 

Mr. Adeli had said the. riygl 
would be taken oft the gold stan- 
dard. and in future would have a 
floating rate backed by local pro- 
duction. It is not clear what he 
meant. 

Mr. Adeli had also said that the 
three-tier exchange rate for the 
riyal would be abolished. 

Iran uses various exchange 
rates which are used for different 
types of transactions. 

The official value of the riyal is 
pegged at about 70 to the U.S. 
dollar. But this bears no relation 
to its real economic value. 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO Stocks dosed easier following Monday's 818-point 
leap. The Nikkei Index dipped 113.00 points to 23,995.76. 

' SYDNEY ~ Prices rose to an eight-week high after strong gains 
on ovenettihaHcetsl TTiis AH Ordinaries dosed at 1543.2, up 21.2 
-points. 

HONG KONG — Stocks ended higher but off day’s highs after 
advances were trimmed by profit-taking . The Hang Seng was up 
34.06 pcints to 3,772.91 at the dose 

ISINGAPCtiftE — Shares dosed mixed after profit-taking pared 
early gains in quiet trading. The Straits Times gained 13.40 points 
at 1,512. r 


to dose 


.13. 


-BOMBAY— ^ Export-oriented shares rallied but others fell after 
Monday's devaluation of the rupee. The Bombay Stock Exchange 
Index dosed 18.44 points up at 1,293.67. 


FRANKFURT — Buyers stayed away from a market which saw 
steel and engineering stocks buck the lower trend. The Dax Index 
dosed 14.70 points down at 1,610.50. 

ZURICH — Overnight gains on Wall Street and a slight easing of 
short-term money market rates pushed up shares in light trading. 
The SPI Index closed 7.7 points up at 1,104.0. 

PARIS — Prices drifted downward in lethargic trade as buyers 
awaited a dearer idea of the direction of French interest rates and 
the economy. The CAC-40 Index ended down 2234 points to 
1,750.47. 

LONDON — A late surge on the back of Wall Street’s rally drove 
shares higher. The FTSE Index ended 16.6 points up at 2,460.2. 
NEW YORK — Blue Clips maintained earlier gains. At 1530 
GMT the Dow Jones was up about three at 2,961, off the day’s 
high of 2,966. 
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VACANCIES 

£> Vu 


'ie (Beauty Centre) 

is in need for 
☆ Manicure and Pedicure 
☆ Wax and sugar 

For appointment please call tel.: 824742 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Villa in Abdoun for rent at Sa’ad Zaghloo! St., close to 
Jordan Supermarket. 

For further information, please contact the owner. 
Tel no. 642588 — Adel Aqil 


PIANO FOR SALE 
N1EER MODEL 

For further information please call 

tel: 644428 between 8 a.m. — 1 p.m. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Amman Baccalaureate School wishes 
to announce that it will be holding a reunion 
dinner on Friday 19th July. Will all interested 
Baccalaureans please contact the school im- 
mediately on telephone: 

845572/847191. 


TO WHOLESALE TRADERS 


We can supply the following Items from 
neighbouring or International markets: 

It Food including carbonated beverage and juices. 

☆ (Construction — electrical and cables — mecha- 
nical). 

☆ Spare parts and miscellaneous. 

For further Information please contact 
Overseas Trading Corporation 
Tel: 836057 — Fax: 836058 
Amman — Jordan 


ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 


A furnished apartment in Abdoun, consisting of one large 
bedroom, living-dining room, modem kitchen and bath- 
room. Separate entrance, private garden, central heating 
and telephone. <*„ tel: 817765 ‘ 


QUOTATION FOR 
SALT CRYSTALLISATION 
UNIT 

Al Azraq Cooperative Society from Jordan, 
the owner of a salt factory working on the 
principles of refinery by washing (mechanic- 
al salt refinery) using a raw solar salt to 
produce purified table salt, is seeking to 
modify its plant system to recrystallisation 
principles, to produce very fine table salt 
(99.5% - 99.8% NaCI). 

So we request specialised international 
companies to submit offers for the supply of 
salt refinery plant with thermo-compression 
(vacuum-evaporation, crystallisation) princi- 
ples, with a capacity of 5 ton/hr which mainly 
consists of the following stages; 

A) Crude salt dissolution B) Evaporation & 
crystallisation 

C) Crystal separation & drying D) Storage & 
bagging. 

The offer should include the following. 

1- The design, manufacture and supply of 
the machinery and equipment. 

2- Full description of the process, schema- 
. tic drawing and layout of the plant and all 

relevant drawings. 

3- Operating instructions. 

4- Erection instructions. 

5- Prices should be in itemised form. 

6- Scope of delivery. 

7- The offers should be addressed to: 

Al Azraq Cooperative Society 
P.O.Box 92 
Al Azraq — Jordan 






































































































World News 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 3, 1991 


Yeltsin claims state 
property for Russia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Rus- 
sian President Boris ML Yeltsin 
says he plans to transfer most of 
the property in Russia now under 
central government control to the 
republic itself. 

Mr. Yeltsin, in interviews pub- 
lished Tuesday, also said be had 
reservations about a draft union 
treaty defining the Soviet repub- 
lics's relations with Moscow, but 
would sign the document. 

The draft accord, initialled by 
nine republics last month, is 
being considered by republican 
parliaments. 

Interviewed by several Soviet 
news agencies during a visit to 
Siberia, Mr. Yeltsin said he 
opposed a provision in the treaty 
which allows the central govern- 
ment to collect taxes directly 
from citizens in Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin favours allowing 
the republic to collect taxes, and 
then handing over a portion of 
the money to Moscow. 

One key issue under debate is 
whether property will be under 
republican control. 

In claiming state property for 
Russia, Mr. Yeltsin said land 
used for industries, including rail- 
roads and defence, would remain 
under central government juris- 
diction, the news agencies re- 
ported. 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
Has said he hopes the union treaty 
will be signed this month, but 
several republics are unlikely to 
meet the deadline. 

The Ukrainian parliament 
voted last Thursday to delay dis- 


cussion of the treaty until 
September to allow experts to 
assess whether its terms contra- 
dicted the republic's declaration 
of sovereignty issued last year. 

Six of the 15 republics — 
Armenia. Estonia, Georgia, Lat- 
via, Lithuania and Moldova — 
refuse to have anything to do with 
the treaty, saying they want inde- 
pendence. 

Byelorussia and Kirghizia have 
approved the draft, but most 
other republics have demanded 
major amendments. 

Turkmenia, the Soviet republic 
thought most loyal to the Krem- 
lin, is showing signs of a political 
independence likely to hamper 
Mr. Gorbachev's efforts to bind 
the nation with the new union 
treaty. 

“We don't think the union 
treaty will be signed for a long 
time," Turkmenian President 
Sapamurad Niyazov said in an 
interview Monday. 

“It's very ambiguous," he said 
of the proposed new document to 
bold the 15 republics together. 

Mr. Niyazov, long counted as a 
Gorbachev ally, also said Krem- 
lin leaders should not have die 
right to levy taxes or to reap 
exclusive profit from the Central 
Asian republic's rich natural gas 
reserves or cotton harvest. 

“They have been stealing from 
us for years," Mr. Niyazov told 
the Associated Press. “It's just 
pure theft." 

Western diplomats, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, ex- 
pressed surprise at Mr. Niyazov’s 


statements, which seemed to 
allay him more closely with Mr. 
Yeltsin than with Mr. Gorbachev 
on key union treaty issues. 

Mr. Niyazov and leaders of the 
other three Central Asian repub- 
lics previously backed Mr. Gor- 
bachev in debates surrounding 
the union treaty. 

Mr. Niyazov’s comments also 
might surprise many of the 3.6 
million residents of arid Turk- 
menia, which borders die Cas- 
pian Sea to the west and Iran and 
Afghanistan to the south. 

One of the poorest of the 
Soviet republics. Turkmenia is 
famous for its blistering Karakum 
Desert, its horsemen, red car- 
pets, and isolation from the poli- 
tical drama that has shaken much 
of the Soviet Union since Mr. 
Gorbachev came to power six 
years ago. 

Many Turkmenians seem con- 
tent with isolation. Some ped- 
dlers at the rug bazaar on the 
outskirts of Ashkhabad say they 
have never heard of the United 
States. 

Mr. Niyazov, who heads both 
Tuxkmeaia's government and 
Communist Party branch, does 
not tolerate political dissent at 
home, say his critics. 

While unrest rocks several 
other republics, the only disturb- 
ances reported in Turkmenia 
lately have been two small stu- 
dent protests, in 1989 and 1990. 

But in the economic sphere, 
Mr. Niyazov's comments indicate 
he is starting to lean toward 



Boris Yeltsin 
reform. 

Despite intense negotiations 
among Mr. Gorbachev and the 
republic leaders on the union 
treaty, some basic questions have 
not been settled, he said. 

Under the most recent draft, 
the Kremlin “and each republic 
will use its own interpretation to 
get what it wants. It won't resolve 
anything," Mr. Niyazov said. 

The critical questions for Turk- 
menia, he said, are control of the 
republic's natural gas and cotton. 
Until this year, revenues from 
virtually all of Turkmenistan's 
natural gas and cotton were con- 
trolled by central government 
ministries. 

In return, Turkmenia, like 
other impoverished Central 
Asian republics, received sub- 
sidies from the central govern- 
ment. 

This year, Mr. Niyazov is de- 
manding higher prices and grea- 
ter control over- the republic's 
products. 


Soviet liberals launch new centrist political force 


MOSCOW (R) — Leading Soviet 
liberals, including several close to 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
have launched a new centrist 
political force in an open attempt 
to split the ruling Communist 
Party. 

Former Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, ideologist 
Alexander Yakovlev and Russian 
Republican Vice-President-Elect 
Alexander Rutskoi, all party 
members, were among nine 
senior public figures to sign the 
long-expected announcement 

The Democratic Reform 
Movement will hold its founding 
congress in mid-September and 
decide how to pursue its goal of 
canying forward the reform pro- 
cess begun by Gorbachev in 1985. 

“We count on support from the 
reformist wing of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party for our initiative,” 


the statement said. 

The announcement followed 
.several days of behind-the-scenes 
negotiations about the new force, 
which some participants say is 
meant to woo Gorbachev away 
from the Communist Party. 

The Soviet president is still 
general secretary of the party, 
until last year the only legal poli- 
tical force in the Soviet Union. 

The deputy leader, Vladimir 
Ivashko, told a news conference 
Monday there were many rifts in 
the once-monolithic party. 
“There are cracks in the party, 
and a lot of them," be said. 

Ivashko pledged to fight on to 
shape the party as a force for 
“democratk and humane social- 
ism." And in the Communist 
newspaper Pravda a senior editor 
accused hardliners in the Russian 


Republic's Communist Party of 
pushing for a schism. 

Communist leaders in 11 major 
Siberian regions launched an 
attack on Gorbachev's leadership 
last week, accusing him of presid- 
ing over a “slide to capitalism." 

Since Gorbachev took office in 
March 1985, the Soviet Union has 
embraced political pluralism, dis- 
owned censorship and made the 
first moves towards substituting a 
free market for its planned eco- 
nomy. 

The Soviet parliament over- 
turned seven decades of state 
monopoly Monday with approval 
of a (aw on denationalisation, bat 
conservative deputies managed to 
slow down the pace of private 
acquisitions and to exempt some 
key industries. 

Monday also saw the introduc- 


tion of unemployment benefits 
for the first time in a state whose 
proudest boast used to be that it 
guaranteed everyone a job for 
life. 

Apart from Shevardnadze and 
Yakovlev, the signatories of the 
Democratic Reform Movement 
announcement included another 
Gorbachev adviser, top industrial 
scientist Arkady Volsky. 

Rntskoi. Russian Federation 
President Boris Yeltsin's running- 
mate in their sweeping June 12 
election victory, led a breakaway 
group of reform Communists in 
the Russian parliament. 

Russian Prime Minister Ivan 
Silayev, the mayors of Moscow 
and Leningrad, Gavriil Popov and 
Anatoly Sobchak, and leading 
reformist economist Nikolai Pet- 
rakov and Stanislav Shatalin 
made up the list. 


U.S. lauds progress by S. Korean leader 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Bush administration is lauding 
South Korean President Roh Tae 
Woo for the progress he has 
made on expanding democracy at 
home, bolstering a robust eco- 
nomy and winning diplomatic 
recognition abroad. 

President Bush was welcoming 
Roh to the White House Tuesday 
with foil military honours in a 
show of support for an allied 
leader who has faced some stiff 
opposition at home. 

The red carpet welcome and a 
state dinner Tuesday mark the 
first official visit by a South Ko- 
rean President in 25 years, 
although Roh has been at the 
White House before with far less 
ceremony. 

The two presidents were ex- 
pected to discuss trade issues, 
including U.S. insistence on freer 
access to South Korea's burgeon- 
ing markets and patent protection 
for intellectual property such as 


computer software. 

South Korea, whose division 
from Communist North Korea 
once estranged it from the entire 
Communist world, now enjoys 
diplomatic relations with nearly 
150 countries, including the 
Soviet Union and almost all of 
Eastern Europe. 

South Korea, on the strength 
of an export boom in the 19S0s, 
now boasts the world’s 16th 
largest economy. 

It stands on the verge of secur- 
ing membership in the United 
Nations, which has led the North 
Koreans belatedly to seek entry 
to the world body, too. 

Roh won the presidency in 
South Korea’s first multiparty 
elections in 1987. The country 
recently held its first local elec- 
tions in 30 years and parliamen- 
tary elections are scheduled for 
1992. 

But Roh has faced a wave of 
anti -government protests by 


radical students, workers and 
opposition groups, fuelled by the 
fatal police beating of a student 
protester in Seoul on April 26. 

Roh shuffled his cabinet and 
appointed a new prime minister, 
Chung Won-Shik, who was 
roughed up by militants at a 
Seoul university on June 3. Stu- 
dents later apologised for their 
behaviour. 

The United States is withdraw- 
ing some of the 43,000 troops it 
has left in South Korea, where 1 
million North Korean soldiers 
and 600,000 South Korean troops 
still are squared off across a 
heavily fortified border. 

But there has been some de- 
tente between the two Koreas, 
including three meetings between 
their prime ministers and spon- 
sorship of joiat athletic teams in 
international competitions. North 
Korea recently sent back the re- 
mains of 11 American GIs killed 
during the 1950-53 Korean War. 


Sweden’s cherished neutrality is 
obstacle to EC membership bid 


BRUSSELS (R) — Sweden's bid 
to join the European Community 
fEC) will depend on how Stock- 
holm's cherished neutrality can 
be reconciled with a new high- 
profile EC foreign and security 
policy, EC officials and diplomats 
said. 

Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson Monday formally ap- 
plied for his country to join the 
community. 

He presented a two-sentence 
letter seeking membership in the 
12-nation community at a brief 
ceremony at the Ciatshuts, the 
official residence of Dutch Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers. 

The Dutch government re- 
ceived the request because it took 
over the rotating six-morto EC 
presidency Monday. 

Carlsson said easing of East- 
West tensions had persuaded 
Swedes that it would be possible 
to. join the community without 
jeopardising their neutrality. 

But European Commission 
President Jacques Delors 
cautioned at a news conference 
Monday that Sweden's 200-year 
policy of neutrality was a barrier 
to membership. 

In response to questions on 
whether Sweden's neutrality pre- 
sented a barrier to membership. 


Delors answered: “Certainly — 
and for all neutral countries un- 
less you give up the idea of the 
EC having a common defence 
policy. I am not ready to give that 
up." 

An EC Inter-Governmental 
Conference (IGC) is discussing 
ways of developing a common 
foreign security policy, which 
many say must eventually lead to 
the EC taking on a defence role. 

Due to British and Dutch 
objections to any moves which 
could appear to chip away at the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion and irk Washington, the 
latest draft treaty for a European 
union mentions only the prospect 
of a future defence identity. 

But it also suggests that details 
of a defence role should be re- 
viewed within the next four years. 

“The only real question (for 
Sweden) is neutrality... the im- 
plications of that will only be- 
come dear after the IGC,” one 
diplomat said. 

EC member Ireland, which is 
also neutral, does not actively 
oppose the treaty reference to a 
defence role because the text 
provides “optout” clauses which 
would allow Dublin to abstain on 
military matters without stopping 


the others. 

Carlsson told reporters Mon- 
day that Sweden's neutrality was 
compatible with EC membership. 
But he said last month that 
Sweden could not take part in a 
common defence policy without 
giving up neutrality. 

EC members have deliberately 
not taken account of the prospect 
of enlarged membership in treaty 
talks, diplomats say, because of 
fears that the talks would become 
unmanageable. 

Some countries want to push 
the EC into developing as strong 
a foreign and security policy as 
possible before Sweden or any 
other neutral country joins the 
bloc. 

Stockholm counts on becoming 
a community member by 1995. 

But once EC governments 
study the commission's report 
and dedde to open negotiations 
with Stockholm, they are likely to 
face plain sailing on economic 
issues. 

With a strong industrialised 
economy, Sweden will already 
have taken on board die bulk of 
EC legislation through the plan- 
ned European economic area 
linking the EC and the European 
Free Trade Association of which 
it is a member. 


Actor 

Michael 

Landon 

dies from 
cancer 

LOS ANGELES, (R) — Televi- 
sion star Michael Landon, known 
around the world as Little Joe in 
the popular Bonanza western 
series, died Monday from inoper- 
able cancer of the liver and pan- 
creas. 

The actor, 45, had been di- 
agnosed with the condition less 
than three months before, and on 
April 8 he invited journalists to 
his plush Malibu estate to break 
the news personally. 

“Every moment gets a little 
more important after something 
like this,” he said, adding that be 
was hoping for his own personal 
miracle. 

He said he did not want his 
family and friends inundated with 
calls from reporters. 

Landon started in three long- 
running television series — he 
was Little Joe, the youngest son 
of the Cartwright family in 
Bonanza, Charles Ingalls in Little 
House On The Prairie and the 
angelic drifter Jonathan Smith in 
his most recent series. Highway 
To Heaven. 

His career spanned more than 
three decades, and the news of 
his fight with cancer made head- 
lines in the tabloid press. 

Cancer specialists were widely 
quoted as saying Landon did not 
have long to Kve, perhaps six 
weeks at the most. And the actor 
himself, while saying be hoped to 
beat the disease, added realisti- 
cally, “it's one of those wait-and- 
see things. There’s no estimate on 
how long, how short, how good, 
how bad.” 

It was not immediately known 
if the actor died at home or in 
hospital. He was being treated at 
Cedars-Sinai Medical Centre in 
Los Angeles on an outaptient 
basis. 

A spokeswoman for his lawyer, 
who asked no to be identified, 
issued a short statement saying he 
had died shortly after 1 p.m. 
(1900 GMT). 

Landon and his third wife, Cm- 
dy Gerico, lived in Malibu with 
their two children. The actor 
fathered six children and adopted 
another three. 


Mandela says constitutional talks 
likely ‘sooner rather than later’ 


DURBAN, South Africa (AP) — 
Nelson Mandela told his African 
National Congress (ANC) Tues- 
day that it must be prepared to 
bold constitutional talks with the 
white-led government “sooner 
rather than later.” 

Mandela, speaking on the 
opening day of the ANC national 
conference, made clear the ANC 
would have to negotiate its way 
into power rather than return to a 
now-suspended armed struggle. 

“Despite our own heroic 
efforts we have not defeated the 
regime," Mandela told more than 
2,000 delegates in the Indian 
Ocean dty of Durban. 

“We see negotiations as a con- 
tinuation of the struggle leading 
to our central objective: The 
transfer of power to the people.” 
Mandela, the ANCs deputy 
president, is expected to replace 
the ailing Oliver Tam bo as presi- 
dent of South Africa’s leading 
black opposition movement. 

In addition to elections for new 


leaders, the ANC will review its 
policies on sanctions, black-on- 
black violence and constitutional 
negotiations with the govern- 
ment. 

President F.W. De Klerk’s 
government has repealed all ma- 
jor apartheid laws and he wants 
to begin talks on a non-rarial 
constitution this year with the 
ANC and other opposition par- 
ties. The black majority still has 
no voting rights despite the end of 
apartheid laws. ■ 

However, Mandela said the 
government must first do more to 
end the violence in black 
townships, which has claimed 
some 6,000 black lives in five 
years. Most of the violence has 
been between supporters of the 
ANC and Inkatha, the conserva- 
tive Zulu-based organisation. 

Mandela said that some whites 
do not support De Klerk's re- 
forms and accuse the security 
forces of involvement in some of 
the killings in an effort to under- 


mine peace efforts. 

“That is precisely why there 
has been the escalation of public 
violence," he said. “It was not 
because we were failing that they 
decided to shoot the people 
down. It was exactly because we 
are succeeding.” 

Nonetheless, Mandela said he 
was confident that all leading 
political parties could soon meet 
to discuss a non-radal constitu- 
tion. 

“We must calculate on the con- 
gress taking place sooner rather 
than later,” he said. 

De Klerk legalised that ANC 
last year after a 30-year ban, but 
it has been beset by problems 
many of them related to its poor 
organisational skills. 

De Klerk has captured the poli 
deal momentum with bis sweep- 
ing race reforms, while the ANC 
battles to transform itself from a 
national liberation movement 
into a coherent, unified political 
party. 


Azad Kas hmir premier invalidates polls 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Prime 
Minister Mnmtaz Hussain 
Ralhorc of Pakistan-ruled Kash- 
mir Tuesday declared invalid re- 
gional elections last weekend 
alleging they were rigged to de- 
feat bis party. 

He told a news conference he 
had disbanded the territory’s 
Election Commission that con- 
ducted Saturday’s polling, won by 
the conservative All-Jammu and 
Kashmir Muslim Conference, 
and named a judicial commission 
to investigate. 

In an unprecedented defiance 
of Islamabad, Ratbore ordered 
two key officials controlling the 
Azad Kashmir civil service and 
police to leave and named two 
state officials to take the posts of 


chief secretary and inspector- 
genera) of police. 

He said in an order the conduct 
of the two officials had been 
“disappointing, suspicious, nega- 
tive and one-sided” during die 
elections. 

Saturday’s vote was held for 40 
seats of a 48-seat legislative 
assembly which elects the state 
prime minister. The remaining 
eight seats, reserved for profes- 
sional groups, were to be elected 
later by the 40 directly elected 
members. 

Rathore took office last June 
for a five-year term. But he dis- 
solved the assembly last April 
and ordered fresh elections to 
strengthen a shaky coalition he 
was heading. 


Results declared so far for 34 
seats gave a landslide victory to 
figurehead state President Sardar 
Abdul Qayyum’s Muslim Confer- 
ence Party with 28 seats. Only 
two were won by Rathore 's state 
branch of the Pakistan People's 
Party (PPP) led by Bhutto. 

Three seats were won by an 
alliance of small groups and one 
by a PPP-backed independent 
candidate. 

Rathore said he could not stop 
vote-rigging because he bad 
already transferred all executive 
powers to the state chief election 
commissioner for the election 
period. 

He said he would order fresh 
elections after the three-judge 
judicial commission reported on 
the matter. 


U.S. liberals wary of new 
Supreme Court nominee 


WASHINGTON (R) — Civil 
rights groups had pressured Presi- 
dent George Bush to consider the 
United States racial diversity in 
his choice of a new Supreme 
Court justice, but his nomination 
of conservative blade Judge Clar- 
ence Thomas has left them in a 
quandary. 

Thomas faces an intense review 
by the Democratic-controlled 
Senate, which will press for dar- 
ification of his opinions on abor- 
tion rights for women, prayer in 
public schools, and dvil rights — 
all issues likely to be before the 
court next term. 

Bush told reporters race played 
no role in his choice of Thomas to 
replace Justice Thurgood Mar- 
shall, the fust black to serve on 
the high court. 

“I believe he will be a great 
justice,” Bush said when he made 
the announcement in Kenne- 
bunkport with Thomas at his 
side." He is the best person for 
this position." 

Thomas, 43, a U.S. Court of 
Appeals judge in Washington, 
said he was “honoured and hum- 
bled” by the nomination. 

“As a child, I could not dare 
dream that I would ever see the 
Supreme Court, not to mention 
be nominated,” said Thomas, 
who was overcome with emotion 
during his brief remarks. 


Black groups greeted the 
nomination cautiously. The con- 
gressional black caucus withheld 
its opinion. The National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Coloured People made it dear 
they had wanted a black who 
would cany on Marshall's liberal 
legacy on the court. 

Civil rights leader Jesse Jack- 
son immediately urged the Senate 
to reject the nomination and said 
Thomas would not carry on Mar- 
shall's tradition of upholding dvil 
rights. 

Liberal groups said they feared 
Thomas would cast the dedding 
vote that would swing the court 
firmly to the right on everything 
from abortion to legal protections 
for those accused of crimes. 

Patrida Ireland of the National 
Organisation of Women said: 
“We think this nomination is 
really an insult to the legacy of 
Thurgood Marshall, everything 
he stood for on the bench and in 
his life." 

Marshall helped strike down 
segregation in schools and in the 
workplace. For 34 years he was a 
liberal voice on the court, voting 
against the death penalty, against 
prayer in schools and for manda- 
tory school busing and a woman's 
right to an abortion. 


Castro: Cuba doing miracles 
to survive supply failures 


HAVANA (R) — President 
Fidel Castro has said Cuba was 
having to “practically do mira- 
cles” to keep going because of the 
non-arrival of vital raw materials 
from the Soviet Union. 

He told mining, chemical and 
energy workers in Havana that 
except for oil Cuba bad received 
virtually “not a single tonne” of 
raw materials in the first five 
months of 1991. 

“This has forced us to practi- 
cally carry out miracles to keep 
our country going,” be said in 
remarks broadcast by state-run 
Radio Rebelde. 

Castro said Soviet supplies of 
oil were continuing to arrive in 
Cuba, but at levels 30 per cent 
less than in previous years. 

He said the supply shortfall 
afffected all industries. 

Castro hailed what he said 
were the efforts of Cuba’s work- 
ers and scientists to innovate and 
rationalise to conserve scarce re- 
sources. 

Growing disruptions to the 
Communist-ruled island's tradi- 
tional trade links with Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union, its 
biggest ally and trading partner, 
has forced the Cuban government 
to introduce fuel restrictions and 
tighten rationing. 

Soviet officials said in mid-June 
that shipments of foodstuffs were 
on their way to tire island as part 
of a long delayed 1991 trade 
accord. 

Meanwhile a senior Cuban 


journalist, who defected to the 
United States at the weekend, 
issued a statement Monday de- 
crying the Castro government 
and saying that if it did not resign 
“the people are going to throw 
them out.” 

Roberto Casin, 43, the Mexico 
bureau chief of the Cuban News 
Agency, Prensa Latina, who ar- 
rived in Miami from Mexico City 
Saturday, told reporters that be 
had been considering defection 
since a visit borne last year. 

It was then be concluded that 
Cuban President Fidel Castro 
would do nothing to turn the 
country’s disastrous economic 
conditions around. . 

Casin described himself as a 
child of the “romantic revolu- 
tion” who had lived to see his 
country destroyed by a govern- 
ment that had become “the ex- 
pression of a persona], absolute, 
harsh and indisputable power” 
and violated the rights it had once 
vowed to defend. 

Casm, his wife and thiee-y ear- 
old daughter, who have no rela- 
tives in the United States, were 
sponsored by the Catholic Con- 
ference after the U.S. State De- 
partment contacted the agency in 
Mexico City, said a spokesman 
for the conference. 

Casin's defection is considered 
important not only because of his 
high-profile position, but because 
of the harshness of bis indictment 
of a government he once vigor- 
ously defended. 


Khmer 
Rouge 
denies 
attack on 
refugees 

BANGKOK (R) — The official 
leader of the radical Khmer 
Rouge Tuesday denied a report 
that its guerrillas had ignored a 
ceasefire agreement and shelled a 
refugee camp in Cambodia. 

A Western news agency Mon- 
day quoted American relief 
workers in the Cambodian capital 
Phnom Penh as saying Khmer 
Rouge guerrillas had attacked the 
refugee camp in the province of 
Kompong Speu. 

The waning Cambodian fac- 
tions last week agreed to a cease- 
fire during peace talks in Thai- 
land. 

“1 would like to totally deny 
the report that we have fired on a 
refugee camp in Kompong 
Speu,” Khieu Sampban, official 
leader of the Khmer Rouge, told 
reporters. 

“They do not even know the 
uniform of our army,” he stud. 

The report, which has pub- 
lished on the front page of the 
Bangkok Port newspaper Tues- 
day, quoted a Western aid work- 
er as saying the attacking Khmer 
Rouge soldiers wore blade py- 
jamas. The Khmer Rouge com- 
monly wore this uniform during 
their rule in the 1970s but its 
soldiers now wear green Chinese- 
supplied fatigues. 

Khieu Samphan said the 
Khmer Rouge was sticking to 
agreements on a ceasefire and an 
end to foreign arms supplies 
reached during talks in the Thai 
resort of Pattaya last week. 

*We would like to maintain 
and preserve the result of the 
meeting, we have no reason to 
oppose it," he said. 

Son Sann, the head of the 
non-Communist Khmer People’s 
National Liberation Front guer- 
rillas allied with the Khmer 
Rouge, said he did not believe 
the attack report. 

He and Khieu Samphan were 
at Bangkok airport to see former 
Cambodian monarch and guerril- 
la chief Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk off to Peking. 

Thai army officers have re- 
ported that the ceasefire 
appears to be holding in Khmer 
Rouge-held areas near the Thai- 
Cambodian border. 

Meanwhile Australia has be- 
come the first country to accredit 
a diplomat to the Supreme 
National Council (SNC), repre- 
senting the four factions in Cam- 
bodia. 

Ambassador to Thailand 
Richard Butler will also be 
ambassador to the SNC and an 
embassy will bd set np litter in 
Phnom Penh, Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans told reporters 
Tuesday. 



Menem declares 
war on AIDS 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Presi- 
dent Carlos Menem roused 
Argentines Monday to fight “a 
pitched battle” against AIDS in a 
fiery speech to launch a govern- 
ment campaign against the dis- 
ease, featuring the free distribu- 
tion of one million condoms. 
“Our own families must be the 
base of operations in this war... 
against a disease that is threaten- 
ing not only Argentina but the 
whole world,” Menem said at a 
local hospital. Laura Astarloa, 
director of the anti-AIDS cam- 
paign, said that 1,019 cases of 
AIDS bad been detecred in 
Argentina since 1982 and that 60 
per cent of those patients had 
died. She added that infected 
men outnumbered women by 17- 
to-1 and that the age group with 
the highest incidence of AIDS 
was teenagers under 17 years. 
The government's $2 million 
campaign to inform the public 
about toe acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS) had 
been strongly criticised by Catho- 
lic bishops wbo object to the free 
distribution of condoms among 
adolescents. At that time 
Menem, 61. challenged the pre- 
lates to come up with a better- 
alternative than condoms for safe 
sex. 

World AIDS toll 
up 5,000 in June 

GENEVA (R) — Officially re- 
ported cases of AIDS rose by 
more than 5,000 in Jane, reaching 
a global total of 371,802 in 163 
countries, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said. The 
increase included 4,243 new cases 
in the United States, where the 
total number has now reached 
179,136. Europe reported 52,389 
cases, an increase of 283. Cambo- 
dia said it had no AIDS cases in 
its first report to the U.N. health 
body. It raised tbe number of 
countries reporting to WHO on 
AIDS to 163. WHO believes toe 
true global total of AIDS cases is 
more than 1.4 million because 
many countries, particularly in 
toe Third World, do not issue 
accurate statistics or are slow to 
report new cases. The U.N. body 
said this would be its last monthly 
update and that it would issue 
quarterly reports, starting on 
Oct. 1. 


73 women and 
children rescued 
from traffickers 

DHAKA (R) — Bangladeshi 
border guards rescued 73 people, 
mostly women and children, who 
were being herded to India by- 
traffickers, police said. They said 
a mobile unit of the Bangladesh 
Rifles (BDR) spotted toe group a 
few kilometres from Cbapaina- 
wabganj town near toe north- 
western border with India, * the 
traffickers managed to escape. 
The rescued persons, from pover- 
ty-stricken villages, told police 
the traffickers promised them 
jobs in India and Pakistan. Police 
and BDR sources say 5,000 or 
more Bangladeshis are lured out 
of toe country each year. Many of 
the women are sold into brothels 

Iglesias performs 
in Tennessee 

CHATTANOOGA. Tennessee 
(AP) — Julio Iglesias knows 
music is the universal language, 
so he opened his performance 
here with 15 minutes of his 
greatest hits — in Spanish. “How 
are we supposed to know what 
he’s saying?” asked one young 
woman attending the annual 
River bend Festival. Iglesias said 
he first heard of the dty 26 years 
ago when he had to sing Glenn 
Miller's Chattanooga Choo-Choo 
on a television variety show. “I 
had to pronounce it about 20 
times,” Iglesias said. “Shat-too- 
noo-goo shoo shoo, shat-too-noo- 
goo shoo shoo.” Iglesias sang 
from his new Stany Night album 
that includes English versions of 
Nat King Cole’s Mona Lisa and 
Elvis Presley’s I Just Can’t Help 
Falling In Love. 

Debbie Gibson 
curing Asia 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — 
American pop singer Debbie 
Gibson, touring Asia to promote 
her new album. Anything Is 
Possible, thrilled more than 
10,000 fans at a seaside concert in 
Jakarta. Tbe 21-year-old singer 
accepted platinum and gold 
Aquarius Award Friday for her 
albums Electric Youth and Any- 
thing Is Possible, from Indone- 
sian Aquarius Music, a record 
company. At Saturday's concert, 
rite belted out such favourite hits 
as Lost In Your Eyes, Electric 
Youth, Sure and Shake Your 
Love. 
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